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THEATER FORCES PEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


EPPLER ON TNF, DISAFFECTED YOUTH, FUTURE OF SPD 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 27 Mar 81 p 10 


| Interview with SPD politician Erhard Eppler by Anton-Andreas Guha and Peter Henkel 
of FPRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU about Eppler's stands on the counterarming decision, youth 
and hie party: "'A Grand Coalition of Unavowed Helpleseness'") 


[Text] Erhard Eppler, a member of the SPD's national presidium 
and thus one of ite leading figures, will soon withdraw completely 
from Land politice in Baden-Wuerttemberg. He is not, however, 
abandoning the chairmanship of hie party's basic-values committee, 
any more than, as he says himself, he would dream of abandoning 
hie seat on the party presidium. As far as the confrontation with- 
in the SPD is concerned, this inconvenient politician and adver- 
sary of Helmut Schmidt is perhaps more important now than ever be- 
fore. As church conference president, political writer, guest 
lecturer at the Berlin Free University and participant in dialogs 
with intellectuals at home and abroad, Eppler moreover exercises 
broed intellectual influence. Armament policy and the causes of 
the very tense relationship of large parts of youth with the state 
are two subjects which have been dominating public discussion in 
the Federal Republic for weeks. This and Eppler's personal place 
in Social Democracy form the subject of the following interview, 
published verbatia. 


FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU: You have a critical attitude toward count. carming, Dr Eppler. 
Do you think there will be negotiations with the Soviet Union, and, if not, will the 
U.S. missiles which then would be stationed in this country increase or reduce Euro- 
pean security? 


Eppler: 1 voted against the counterarming decision at the party congress in Berlin 
in December 1979 and would do so again today. My crucial reservations about the so- 
called dual decision by NATO were as follows from the start. Replacement of the 
doubtless obsolete S5-4's and SS-5's by SS-20 missiles gives the Soviet Union a not 
dramatic but recognizable superiority in Eurostrategic weapons. The stationing of 
108 Pershing missiles and 464 cruise missiles in West Germany and central Europe, 
on the other hand, enables the United States to destroy Moscow, Leningrad or Kiev 
from non-U.S. territory with extremely brief early-warning times. Whereas the S5S- 
20's threaten allies of the United States and the weapons stationed in their coun- 
tries, the so-called counterarming (and any armament always is described as counter- 
arming) constitutes a direct threat against the Soviet Union. I have had my doubts 








‘rom the start that the United States would negotiate more than merely pro forma 
about how to balance cruise missiles and 88-20's, I am afraid interests lie else- 
where, and sinee Reagan became president this has become even more apparent. 


(Question) In your just published book “Wege aus der Gefahr" [Ways Out of the Dan- 
ger] you pose the question as to whether, under U.S. leadership, the Weat perhaps 
ie supposed to attempt to overwhelm the Soviet Union by way of armament. Do you 
have any indications of this? 


[Anewer|] There do exist figures according to which the Soviet Union would have to 
spend 40 billion dollars to inetall a system capable of intercepting the cruire mis- 
sile. The effectiveness of such systeme is, however, uncertain. The question is 
what the Seviete will do when they approach a point where they can no longer keep 
step economically. C. F. von Welseaecker aske what a bear does before, let alone 
when, it is cornered Basically my position can be understood only if one realizes 
that at the moment I consider the Eastern bloc to be woefully weak economically, 
politically and ideologically. The West, with the United States, West Europe and 
Japan, is even in a better position from the military strategic and geopolitical 
point of view, all the more so if China ise included in the consideration. There- 
fore I do not see why it is necessary for a partial superiority of the Soviet Un- 
ion, which incidentally is not new, to be dramatized just at this time, when any- 
one can recognize the global weakness of the other side. 


[Question] What kind of sense, in fact, can such terms as superiority or balance 
still make in light of a situation in which there are overkill capacities on both 
sides’ 


[Answer] As far back as 5 years ago, Carter stated that a single Poseidon submar- 
ine could destroy all Soviet big cities with its missiles. And the NATO submarines 
under the European command alone can deal a mortal blow to the Soviet Union, even 
after all land-based Eurostrategic NATO weapons have been destroyed by a first strike 
of the Soviets. Technocratic thinking in terms of balance has become the motive 
power of unbridled armament. Since everyone assumes the worst possible case from 
his point of view, everyone is convinced that the first thing that needs to be done 
is to establish the balance which is to form the basis of negotiation. it is a 
question of a balance of possivilities, not a balance of weapons. If one wants the 
latter, he has to keep on arming. Incidentally the federal chancellor has stated 
that the 572 new weapons have no second-strike capability. In plain German this 
means that if a preventative strike is ruled out, they would make no sense at all. 


[Question] Many people find this so obvious that they have difficulty understand- 
ing why such perceptive persons as Helmut Schmidt or Hans Dietrich Gensc .er--to 
whom one cannot impute any dishonest motives either--reach quite different conclu- 
sions in the counterarming question. 


[Anewer|] I do not impute dishonest motives to anyone. Nor have I, for example, 
ever argued with Helmut Schmidt about whose ethics are better or higher. What in- 
terests me is the question as to who has the better arguments on his side. I am 
afraid that part of his position is a certain currently prevailing form of techno- 
cratic thinking in terms of balance to which I myself used to adhere not too long 








{Question) Nevertheless, the objections to it appear obvious. 


{Anawer|] What is fairly new, you know, is the realization that the armament pro- 
cess has reached a degree of irrationality which entails greater rieke than the 
risk of having fewer missile warheads than the other side. Ase far as | can see, 
the relativiging of the technocratic thinking in terma of balance ia beginning only 
now, Just as in energy policy in the mid-seventies, alternative experts are now 
beginning to emerge in armament policy. Take Alfred Mechtersheimer, Dieter Lutz 

or your Anton-Andreas Guha. 


[Question] Mr Eppler, if the counterarming decision is to be amended at the SPD 
congress in Munich next year, is that not bound to have momentous consequences for 
the party and the coalition? 


|Anewer] Either the talk about the dual decision was serious, or it was not. If 
it was serious, we will have to ask ourselves in Munich in April 1982 what has oc- 
curred in the 29 months since the NATO decision. By that time two-thirds of the 
time by which the missiles are to be installed will have passed. The question 

will be whether the United States really considered negotiations or whether its 
pledge was merely an embellishment to appease people--people who are just as sensi- 
tive on this point as we Social Democrats. 


[Question] At the SPD congress in Berlin you were so bold as to assert that in 2 
years you would be backed by a majority. Do you stick to this forecast? 


[Answer] It will depend on what happens in the next 13 months. If in the next 13 
months serious negotiations take place or even results are achieved... 


[Question] Do you believe that will happ« 


[Answer] I had my doubts from the start, but | would love to be wrong about it. 

If a reasonable effort by the Americans becomes noticeable, I can imagine that the 
party congress will merely elaborate the Berlin decision. If, however, things con- 
tinue as in the past--with Brezhnev's proposal of a missile moratorium, for instance, 
being rejected so rashly, so embarrassingly rashlyv, without trying to find out what 
it might amount to, | am afraid then particularly those who assented to counterarm- 
ing in Berlin will feel that they have been duped. 


[Ques ‘on] In the past few days it has been possible to get the impression that 
the security policy of the Federal Republic is largely being determined by the for- 
eign minister, who rejected the moratorium while the federal chancellor was still 
pondering the subject. Have the Social Democrats retreated in this matter? 


[Answer] In four national administrations, I have not witnessed a case where such 

a vital question as that of a missile moratorium was decided by a minister--no mat- 
ter which one--without previous coordination with the person responsible for setting 
the guidelines. Nevertheless, as far as the party is concerned, the federal govern- 
ment is a single entity. And one does not render a service to Helmut Schmidt by 
claiming that what the chancellor thinks is at variance with what the government 
declares. 














[Question] On the subject of youth, Mr Eppler: tin your opinion, how great is the 
role being played among many young people by self-pity and by the idea of entitle- 
ment, albeit not materially speaking? 


[Anewer] It makes no sense for my generation to give marks in morality to young 
people, despite the fact that there is a great deal which one could denounce, such 
as self-pity, excessive sensitivity or lack of courage. 


[Question] Might it not also be necessary for someone like you sometimes to call 
a helt? 


{[Anewer] We would be entitled to do that only if we had done what was needed. The 
way | see it, there is today almost a consensus among persons from 16 to 26 years 
of age, from apprentices to unskilled workers to students, that nothing much can 
be expected of politicians any more. Differences begin only where the ones opt for 
as comfortable a private life as possible while the others think they have to take 
their destiny into their own hands--for instance, occupy buildings or seek their 
own way to peace or prevent nuclear power plants through demonstrations. As long 
as politics create the impression that the only thing cerried out is what has been 
made necessary by concrete constraints (which I really think they generally have 
created themselves), as long as the young do not even perceive a sphere in which 
political alternatives can be made to prevail, there is no point in approaching 
them with moral arguments. 


[Question] Would not be at least occasionally appropriate to point out to these 
young people the very obligation to be rational which they demand of politics and 
authorities? 


[Answer] To be sure, it is a bad thing if rebellious people copy the methods and 
style of those whom they are fighting. However, in a country in which one is out 
to explain armament as the only plausible way to disarmament, one must not be sur- 
prised at irrationality among the young. One thing is sure: alternatives do not 
have a chance if they differ only in guise from what we already hive. Incidentally, 
I note that a large number of young people are willing to listen patiently to ra- 
tional arguments unless they have the feeling that they are being offered hot air. 
And unfortunately they often have that feeling. 








[Question] What do you think of demonstrators shouting slogans in unison, whom the 
BKA (Federal Criminal Bureau) in one and the same breath call SA [Nazi storm troop- 
ers] and SS? 


[Answer] Those who are not old enough to have witnessed the Third Reich themselves 
often have an utterly misguided idea of fascism. And it bothers me to see how 
quickly the charge of fascism is raised. On the other hand, just these days a 
Stuttgart taxi driver told me about what he found out in conversation with hundreds 
of passengers: the call for the use of force is being made far more massively, far 
more unthinkingly, far more frighteningly by 60-year-olds today than by the great 
majority of young people. 


[Question] Mr Eppler, Georg Picht is of the opinion that only catastrophes can 
cause our society to change course to a really significant degree. We have already 
experienced some--for example, the increasing poisoning of food or the dying out of 
animal species--without such changes in course becoming noticeable. Have we creat- 
ed irreversible structures which render such reforms as you strive for illusory? 


\ 











[Answer] If Picht were completely right, there probably would be no hope any long- 
er. But there is a rapid change in consciousness--at least in some areas--which 

we often fail to notice properly only because we are taking part in it ourselves, 
As recently as 10 years ago, no one would have h't on the idea that making a choice 
between technological possibilities could be a olitical task. Or considering what 
grotesque plans for nuclear energy were produc-d only a few years ago in the fed- 
eral and Land economics ministries with a claim of absolute correctness, I do think 
that wherever something moves at the base a countervailing force can and does come 
into being. What would matter is not to make politics against the new conscious- 
ness but to turn this consciousness itself into a political force for challenging 
one position of interests or another. 


[Question] There certainly exist an uneasiness and a readiness for reform among 
part of the population, but this has not led to the creation of a political will. 
For instance, there is hardly a single responsible Social Democrat who does not 
keep emphasizing the fact that party decisions are all right but, as an elected 
politician and one involved in government, he will not abide by them. Take Holger 
Boerner and Helmut Schmidt. 


[Answer] The concept of the party expressed in Boerner's latest interview in DER 
SPIEGEL is difficult to take, I think. 


[Question] Schmidt sometimes has expressed himself in the same vein. 


[Answer] Yes, but it is a concept of the party that is different from that of, say, 
Klose, Koschnik or Rau. or Vogel for that matter. I do not think that any Social 
Democratic politician in the long run can govern without a minimum consensus with 
his party. How can we convince young people of the existence of commitment in the 
SPD if we play down the significance of party bodies, at whatever level, by point- 
ing to an allegedly accidental composition? Of course no federal chancellor and 

no SPD minister-president merely takes orders from party congresses. But this is 
also true the other way round. 


[Question] You yourself said a year ago that you would stay in the party as long 
as it gave you room to develop your ideas. Is this still true? 


[Answer] Certainly. And innumeral party voices have shown me that many Social Dem- 
ocrats hold a similar view. I hope my new book will help advance . process of form- 
ing an opinion and a will in the SPD which will show who in the party is going it 
alone and who is not. 


[Question] As men of tomorrow, Social Democrats are, however, prepared also to be 
regarded as technocrats. 


{[Anewer] I don't feel like giving marks to individuals. I am firmly convinced, 
however, that what you call technocratic thinking will wear itself out as early as 
in the first half of this decade. What presaged itself as a change of conscious- 
ness in the seventies will get its chance in Social Democracy. There do exist for- 
ces which are fresh and which can support such a process. 


[Question] Do you not pretend to be more confident than you are? 








[Answer] When I wrote "Ende oder Wende?" [The End or a Change?] 6 years ago, a 
number of people reproached me for being too pessimistic. Many of them are now 

more pessimistic than I am. So if I am now somewhat more optimistic because I eval- 
uate the forming forces differently, it might happen that those others will also 

be more optimistic in a few years. 


[Question] Whom do you have in mind? 
[Answer] I can think of quite a few. 


[Question] Might the federal chancellor be among them? He is sometimes said to 
be painting the world situation black on black in his immediate entourage. 


[Answer|] You have to ask him that yourselves. In any case there is good reason 
why those for whom politics consist primarily in keeping our economy and our social 
organizations intact and operating are more pessimistic today than those who are 
convinced that none of these institutions can or should survive the 1980's without 
profound transformation. 


[Question] It seems to us that there is no mistaking the fact that a new conserva- 
tism is beginning to establish itself--one including large segments of the SPD. In 
effect we see a grand coalition in Bonn in a number of areas, ranging from security 
policy to housing and to structure or research policy. 


[Answer] If there really is such a thing, it is perhaps a grand coalition of una- 
vowed helplessness. If the prognosis "Global 2(5u" done for President Reagan is 
accurate--which says that the mere continuation of previous trends will lead to all 
kinds of catastrophes in a comparatively sort time--a policy desirous of continu- 
ing these trends would be unsuccessful eve: if all large parties wanted to follow 
it at this time. 


[Question] One sometimes gets the impression that something like a crumbling of the 
political center is taking place. 


[Answer] I don't know what is meant by political center. What I see is that a rap- 
id change in consciousness in a large part of society is causing a hardening and 
cramped positions among those who are not participating in it. If this hardening 
does not dissolve, we are in for pretty rough weather for a start. 


[Question] In promoting a change in consciousness, are you betting on such rough 
weather? 


[Answer] I don't want it--also because it will push part of society farther to the 
right again. At the moment, however, there is every indication of such weather ap- 
proaching. 


[Question] If one perceives this, is it not necessary to make increased efforts to 
build a bridge? 


[Answer] Isn't that what I am doing--with my book, for example? 











[Question] To a large extent, the reaction to it will be dominated by the ques- 
tion, “Is this what the party, the coaliiion and society are expected to put up 
with again?" 


[Answer] Let us wait and see. I am making the attempt to politicize basic pro- 
cesses in our society in such a way as to enable not only democratic but social 
democratic politics with new prospects for the future to arise. 


[Question] You are regarded as an all-round man, with many posts, who makes state- 
ments on a great many issues. Do you want to formulate the Basic Law, in accord- 
ance with which our society functions one way or another, or do you want to give 
the party a new basis? A new Bernstein? 


[Answer] Not a new Bernstein. Incidentally, I really have had to familiarize my- 
selt with many things in 30 years of political life. The | my attempt is, 

at a time when the old recipes quite obviously no longer rk anc new ones do not 
yet lend themselves to a consensus, to contribute to the ‘entation of people who 
regard Social Democracy as their homeland--or at least are © acing a remnant of 
hope in it. 
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THEATER Pome 8 rRANCE 


RATION FACES PROBL EH OF “FLEXIBLE sesromer 
Patric DEFENSE RATIONALE in Prench Mar 8) pp 85-9) 


\Atticle by Jaequee-Maric Denice: “Srance and the Problem of a ‘Fiexibie’ 
or ‘Gradual’ Reepome”™) 


iTewt) te tt possible or desirable for Pramee te have « 
“gredual” response etrategy (ne one eaye “adaptable,” which 
is probably @ better trensiation of “flexible response”)? 
Jaeques-Marie Genie trye to anewer thie question by first 
recalling how General de Gaulle had refused to accept thie 
strategy because, in the hands of the United States, it 
tended to transfor Purope inte « nuclear battlefield. 

lt ie necessary, therefore, to have 4 deterrent that is 
whiquely ational in scope. But ie it sot alse our best 
protection based wpon the waeertainty of how Prance wil! 
commit ite military capabilities’ 


in some of today’s politica! programe, of in comments made abroad about our 
@efenmse efforte, we find the idea that France gust be or may be determined 
to prowide iteelf with the capability of 4 “gradual response.” Such a 
capability will make it possible for Pramee, in the event of 4 major Puropean 
conflict, te teke part in 4 conflict on 4 auclear basic and to have available 
variow: means and options that are suited to responding t» 4 threat whose 
perimeters become more complicated every day with the appearance of weapons 
euch a6 88-20's, which allow the enemy to set up “pre-emptive and deterrent” 
traps. Vet, a ome hee given thought to a corresponding diversi. ication of 
French capabilities te meet 4 whole series of hypotheses. The suc lear 
wmbreiia, backed up to sow by the United States, ricke being insufficient 

ot lese credible in the long run. Might it sot be considered that we may 
see our country raieed to the position of replacing America if not quanti- 
tively, at least qualit iwely’ 


Let Use Look at Some Pacte 


i. If Geperal de Gaulle was induced, in 1966, to announce the withdrawal of 
Pramce from HATO, it was, of cowree, for political reasons of which everyone 
is aware. It wae aieo, it seeme, for 4 reason partially forgotten by 
hictoriane--hie prejudices and the profound doubts regarding the perspectives 
thet the “strategy of the so-called flexthle response” opened up, as conceived 
in 2 way by Gen Memwell Taylor and foisted upon the North Atlentic Alliance. 














The prejudices efew out of ie acknowledgement that President Kennedy had 
adupted tole few course of American policy fellewing the development of the 
Beviet afeenal that gave the USSR the ability te strike American territery 
(the lawehing of Sputnik in 1957), America’s lose of sanctuary within ite 
own territery, Cherefere, made the decision regarding the use of atomic 
weapure @uch @ore difficult than when the United States had surrounded the 
UBGR with @ series of strike capabilities based in the United States (BAC), 
and in Burope of North Africa, without the people living in these areas 
fieking anything, During thie era, the Republican administration had willingly 
thought in terme of “Wassive and indiscriminant retaliation” against any 
Beviet attack directed against American interest anywhere in the world, including 
hurope, Wiich made it possible for America te consider, without much reserve, 
@ kind of fuclear cooperation with ite Burepean allies, e.g., plans for a 
land=based multilateral force. The Democratic administration, however, had to 
be led, in Light of the reality of Seviet progress in strategic weaponry, to 
Make plane whose terme were completely the opposite, that is te say in term 
of eentrolling fuclear escalation. Several consequences resulted from this 
policy, Firet, it was agreed that 4 general dialogue be initiated with the 
USSR so ae to guard against the worst and to initiate negotiations regarding 
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, Such actions were to serve as a4 
preliminary test in the search for 4 minimum @utuality of interest between 
Washington and Moscow. Thies ise 411 the easier to define because it had to be 
expressed in responsibilities which affected particularly the Third World. 
Secondly, it wae up to the United States, as a NATO member, to be responsible 
for insuring that controle of nuclear capabilities were sufficiently estab- 
lished, at the policy lewel as well as at the decision-making level, so that 
Washington might be confident that it held the key to the crossing of the 
huciear threshhold. 


At the NATO foreign secretaries conference held in Athens in 1962, Mr McNamara, 
the American defense secretary, therefore, gave formal notice of the desirability 
of coming to an entirely centralized and therefore definitively American 
control of nuclear capabilities. It was necessary to guard against immediately 
resorting to 4 nuclear response, but to anticipate a gradual response in 
accordance with the level of attack in Europe, by going first through a 
conventional defensive action--avoiding as long as possible the use of nuclear 
weapons=-then through various etages in 4 nuclear escalation. As a result 

of this concept, there was a complete reorganization of Western forces by what 
was termed as 4 “forward defense.” Allied forces moved to the borders of the 
socialist countries so as to be in 4 position to stop, as soon as possible, 
with conventional means, 4 possible Soviet offensive move, while nuclear forces 
were held in reserve. The third consequence that President Kennedy's experts 
drew from the situation was that it was immediately worthwhile to avoid a 
proliferation of nuclear weapons within the NATO countries, so that the 

United States’ control of escalation might not be affected adversely by what- 
ever action an allied country might initiate, and that the progress of 
nonproliferation might be insured. 


American hostility to the French etrike force has no other explanation. As for 
Great Britain, the transferral of technology pertaining to the sending to sea 
of four Polaris nuclear-powered submarines resulted in the coordination of NATO 











strike plans, that is te say, American plans, with England's plane (Nassau 
Agreement of 1962), Comeurrentiy, the earlier preject for an allied partner= 
ship in the joint manufacture of nuclear weapons of in the management of nuclear 
power disappeared inte the sand of rather in the ups and downs of the muiti- 
lateral foree and in the developments that led te the creation of the NATO 
Nuclear Planning Group. 


in the light ef thie development, General de Gaulle very logically cone luded 
in 196) that "by the mere fact that the Russians now aleo have the capability 
of destroying the world, particularly the new world, it ie quite natural that 
America sees ite own survival as the main objective of 4 possible conflict 
and conpidere the time, amount and manner of ite i. tervention with nuclear 
weapons for the protection of other regions, particularly Burope, only in 
terme of thie primary and natural necese *y, 


On 26 June 1964, the French Government publicly announced ite misgivings 
regarding the operational consequences of thie new policy in a speech given 

by the Army chief of staff, and published 4 statement the following month in 
the REVUE DF DEFENSE NATIONALE which etated the NATO's conventional defensive 
measures may prove to be insufficient when faced by a numerically superior 
enomy who would not pull back from 4 surprise attack nor refrain from taking 
the initiative in opening hostilities. A tactical nuclear defense would result 
in transforming Europe into 4 nuclear battlefield without the territory of 
either of the two superpowers being touched. If, as General Ailleret etated, 
the means for replacing 4 conventional defense and a defensive nuclear fight 
are ineufficient for Burope, it is quite obvious that it will be necessary~-from 
an European point of view-<-to revert to an immediate strategic action that, in 
the vent of an unprovoked attack, involves the destruction of the source of 
this unprovoked attack and ite supply capabilities by etrategic nuclear 
bombings directed against the potentialities of the country that initiated the 
attack. Such an action would induce the latter to abandon the attack. The 
victim of an unprovoked attack would complete this action by a battle with 

the sole objective to absorb and ultimately destroy the main elements of the 
attacking forces, which may already have been deployed, and would either 
destroy this latter force or push it back to the bases from which it started 
out. Briefly, we estimated that, in the event of a major attack against 
Europe, the only strategy capable of effectively defending Europe against 
invasion was the strategy of an immediate response to the agegressor's potential, 
with the most powerful means available. 


2. Ie the “flexible response” used by the United States for the protection 

of Europe more credible? A priori there are some who might have doubts, and 
have probably fostered them by stating that rising to the Soviet parity in the 
level of strategic systems exerted a sort of parlyzing effect upon the higher 
echelon of the American response and caused inequalities that exist at the 
infrastrategic levels to be even more serious whether they involve weapons used 
in a nuclear war in Europe or in relationships between conventional forces. 

But three series of corrective measures--to be examined in conjunction with 
each other, are likely to change this perception. 
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jv begin with, the development of NATO's long=term defense plan adonted in 
i978 by ite heade of state and government, that is to say more than a decade 
after the effort had been initiated, may invelve the strengthening of allied 
conventional capabilities in specified areas: the improvement of reinforce= 
ment capabilities of troops provided by the United States; the strengthening 
of national reserve forces, the reestablishment of naval forces; the inte= 
gration and expansion of aerial defense measures; the ‘a#provement of the 
command and control structure, and the prepositioning of military equipment. 


After that, the modernisation of American weapons, scheduled by our allies 
on 12 November 1979, hes particular meaning because the deployment of 

464 cruise missiles and 108 Pershing Il weapons scheduled to begin in 1983 
will make it possible, from Buropean territory, to deprive the Soviet Union 
of ite sanctuary, to threaten the rear echelons of ite reinforcements, and 
by such 4 threat to persuade the Soviet Union that it would be impossible, 
in support of a conventional attack, to threaten with impunity by pre-emptive 
strikes the more traditional means of a NATO response. It is interesting 
to note thie adaptation of the “flexible response” since, in light of the 
plan described by General Ailleret, the geographic handicap from which the 
alliance suffers is compensated by the possibility of a Buropean attack on 
the Soviet Union, ae in the period of the deployment of Jupiter and Thor 
missiles conceived within a framework prior to a flexible response. 





Finally, the impact of Presidential Directive No 59 can no longer be ignored. 
This directive announced, or rather codified, American strike plans by 
threatening the USSR with punitive measures directed against ite military 
forces and ite political and military command centers, in the event of Limited 
attacks against American interests, in order to stop a conflict before 
resorting to mutual destruction (antipopulation and antieconomic measures). 
The fact that the absorption of some strike capabilities were accepted by 

the United States as 4 possibility does not coincide with the concept of the 
“sancturization” of American territory that existed during Kennedy's administra- 
tion. This concept unquestionably provides the options available to the 
President of the United States with additional choices that strerethen exist- 
ing infrastrategic options benefiting the protection of Europe. 


j. With thie historical context and the present situation of Americ.'s 
“flexible response” in mind, can it be claimed that a gradual response by 
the French would be necessary or possible? With respect to the possibility 
of a gradual response, it must be noted in the first place that the weakness 
of French financial means does not allow simultaneous production of 411 
types of nuclear veapons and there is a problem of a priority of choices 
pertaining to the maintenance or the reinforcement of the deterrent effect 
resulting from the existence of a strategic nuclear force. After all, in 
addition to quantitative problems in this matter, there are also qualitative 
problems. Faced with technological advancements in the enemy's strategic 
defense measures, adjustments of the strategic nuclear force are necessary 
to provide the missile with the capability to penetrate enemy space as well 
as to survive. 
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in the second place, one can become concerned when reading in written material 
devoted to the subject American arguments applied to France: French 
territery ie not a6 vast ae the United States and, therefore, it is not 
poseible for France to “absorb” the unavoidable strikes that might result 
from a “gradual” nuclear battle, i.e., 4a long battle that we would conduct 

in Europe, Those whe defend this idea should ask themselves about the 
reality of the “appropriate” or “strike” characteristic that nuclear strikes, 
limited to French territory, would have, Military organizations so closely 
overlap civilian organizations that it seems difficult to avoid collateral 
damage. And, at least as long as techniques do not evolve in a more decisive 
manner, thie would seem to make one more likely to think in terms of a 
deterrent rather than in terme of a gradual application, 


Thies deterrent can be preserved only by continuing to increase the risks 
encountered by an aggressor who, upon attacking our territory with nuclear 
weapons, would then expose themselves to reprisals, ae the president emphasized 
in his presse conference on 26 June of last year. The latter actions must 
continue te be of such a nature that the damages sustained by the enemy would 
be disproportivumte to the stake involved, 


it is upon the maintenance of thie disproportion that the core of national 
security reste. 


is it to be said, as some “Europeaniste” or "Atlanticists” claim, that, by 
continuing to proceed with an effort that leads to such a goal, France would 
not hold the position that falle to her within the alliance? To follow them 
in their argument would be to arrive easily at an elementary fact: the very 
existence of French nuclear forces--and particularly the fact that such forces 
are subordinate to the independent power of the president of the Republic-- 
constitutes in itself an uncertain element for the potential enemy worth a 
contribution which would be based essentially upon tactical weapons. It is 
this point that the Ottawa announcement recognized in 1974. It must be 
added that by refraining from defining hypothetical uses, at the same time 
pointing out to the enemy that he is exposing himself to a multitude of 
risks, one of which is fatal, the French Government multiplies the uncer- 
tainties that diminish the credibility of the deterrent factor. 


By clearing up one of these paradoxes whose history is ordinary, it is, 
therefore, not absurd to conclude that the decisions made by France in 1966 and 
the follow-up of her effort on the strategic level, have contributed, by their 
very effectiveness, to the reinforcement of the alliance's global deterrent. 
Would it be only under those conditions that the original French defense effort 
would deserve praise from those who, quick to identify themselves or to follow 
the variations in American public opinion, had not known in time how to 
measure che limits of NATO's flexible response, and who pretend to have doubts 
about it at a time when NATO's response seeks to become creditable. 
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suaney Gesumece INTERNATIONAL APPAIRS 


OLL EXPLORATION AWARDS STRAIN PRANCO-BRITISH RELATIONS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 17 Mar 81 pp 1,42 


(Prrseie by Bruno De Thomas: "North Sea Petroleum, London Imposes 
rsh Conditions for Granting Permits to Elf and Total" 


{Texs] Relations between France and Great Britain regarding energy 
ve never been very good. The refusal of British authorities to 
avard petroleum prospecting permits in the North Sea to Elf-Aquitaine 
and Total will not improve them, According to the British press, 

the department of energy intends to pressure the two French companies 
* this way to change their gas exploitation program in the North 
ea. 


Of the 37 new prospecting permits in the North Sea which the British 
authorities granted at the end of last week, none were granted to 
£lf Aquitaine and Total, the 2 French companies. BP /British petro- 
le which submitted applications for eereene in partnership with 
the two French groups was affected for this reason by this same 
ostracism, 


There was occasion for being surprised at the extent to which, out 
of 119 companies receiving these poses’? 47 were — at the 
extent, above all, to which both Norwegian as well as ritish 
companies were awarded permits because of previous operations in the 
North Sea and the two FPrench companies have acquired undeniable ex- 
perience, especially in the Frigg field. 


However, the surprise did not last long. Two British newspapers, 
OBSERVER and FINANCIAL TIMES, explained on 16 March the attitude of 
the British authorities-—while a dozen permits remain to be awarded-- 
through the latter's desire to pressure Elf and Total, in order to 
induce these two companies to transport their gas through a British 
pipeline. The OBSERVER even speaks of "ruthless discretionary 

power. 


Por several months, in fact, the two French companies have been 
negotiating with the British department of energy to start the opera- 
tion of the Alwyn North hydrocarbon fielc east of the Shetland 











Islands, It is an investment of some 17 billion francs. LI1f and 
Total which have already spent 20 billion francs (since 1975) to de- 
velop the Frigg field, intend to move the Alwyn gas through the line 
which transports the brige gas to the British coast by means of a 
gas pipeline of scarcely 100 km, “It is a matter of principie," 
they say in Paris, where they would like to win acceptance for the 
right to optimize investments. This line is, in fact, the most re- 
liable and the most economical: it makes it possible to enhance the 
value of investments which are already made and et utilized, 
since the Frigg pipeline is not operating at full capacity. 


It provides an opportunity to protect the future since the Alwyn gas 
reserves (30 billion cubic meters) will replace the Prige as when 
its production will begin to decline at the beginning of the 1990's, 


But the British authorities do not see it that way. Por political 
and 24* reasons, they want to build a large gas pipeline (Gas 
Gathering System) in the North Sea. The British even hope “to col- 
lect" Norwegian gas, and especially that in the Statfjord field. 
Since the Oslo leaders decided at the end of December to sell part 
of this gas to a continental European consortium (including the 
Germans and the French), the British want to force the French com- 

nies to transport their gas there to make their pipeline profitable 
lee the construction of some 400 km of gas pipeline instead of 100). 
Refusal to grant a prospecting permit is thus used to pressure the 
two French companies. 


It was already known that the British hardly had the community spirit 
on energy matters, We know now that the economic liberalism which 


Mrs Thatcher preaches has its limits. 
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POLITICAL INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 





EUROPEAN LEFT OPPOSES U.S. POLICY IN EL SALVADOR 


Paris LE FIGARO in Prench 27 Feb 81 pp 1,5 
[article by Patrick Wajsman: “Die for El Salvador?"7 


{Texs/ The European left is losing its temper. Prom Stockholm to 
russels, from Amsterdam to Vienna, from Bonn to Paris, you can no 
longer count the socialist or social democratic leaders who warn and 
bitterly criticize the new U.S. president. The reason for this 
emotion is the steps taken by the Reagan administration to convince 
Europe that the Soviet-Cubans are pousee the Salvadoran guerrillas 
and that it is important to stop these destabilizing moves. 


The reaction of these generous souls is, one admits, rather biased. 
What is the proof? When it is a question of “understanding” the geo- 
political interests of the Russians and calling on the Polish workers 
for more moderation in the name of realism, the left .inds its bear- 
ings spontaneously, in full strength, as if by magic. On the other 
hand, when Ronald Reagan is disturbed about the advance of Castroism 
up to the very gates of America, that is a catastrophe! Two pres- 
sures, two stendards, the USSR has the right to a sphere of influence, 
but not the United States. 


It is true that this difference in treatment is not, strictly speak- 
ing, ® unique case. When Lyndon Johnson had his "Marines" land in 
Santo Domingo in 1965 "to prevent the creation of a second Cuba" 
there--he claimed--many immediately condemned this “big stick diplo- 
macy." But today when in Africa, thousands of kilometers from Moscow 
and Havana, 50,000 Castro troops operate to bring about revolutions 
for the sole benefit of the Kremlin, these same “objective” critics 
keep quiet. Who, in fact, among the stars of the Socialist Inter- 
national, dares to express himself —w bay this intolerable 
interference. Does Willy Brandt oppose it? es Bruno Kreisky get 
upset about it? Is Olof Palme alarmed about it? Does Francois 
Mitterrand devote a few tirades of his flowing eloquence to it? Not 
at all, only America, it is well understood, is always wrong. All 
the more so, when he who presides over its destinies belongs like 
Reagan to the prefabricated category f the “hawks.” 
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And do not forget that the only American president to have backed an 
attempt to overthrow the Castro regime was John Kennedy, this great 
liberal, fawned upon by the international left! Such an observation 
would not have any value...In the socialist-minded imagery, Kennedy 
will always remain “a progressive,” and Ronald Reagan, a brontosaurus 
infatuated with colonial adventures. 


But let us return to El Salwador. What precisely is the resident of 
the White House accused of? 


First, he is reproached for supporting a "fascist" junta against a 
"genuine peoples" movement. In fact, neither of these two assertions 
is correct. As for the "fascist" government, we know it is headed 

by a moderate civilian, Napoleon Duarte. The situation deserves 
attention: Nothing like it has happened in this country, for practi- 
cally half a century! No doubt this sincere Christian Democrat is 
surrounded by powerful military men whose favorite pastime does not 
consist in re.ding the works of Regis Debray in the evenings. But to 
claim for that reason that the Salvadoran junta is only a gang of 
hangmen, is a step which should not be taken too briskly. And I know 
a number of “socialist” leaders of the Third World (African or 
Asiatic) who, on the subject of inhumanity, could easily be more than 
a match for it. 





As for the “genuine peoples" movement, it should be emphasized that 
it is loaded with communists and that one of its leaders, Chafik 
Handal (secretary general of the Salvadoran Communist Party) receives 
the fraternal and substantial assistance of Cuba, Nicaragua, Vietnam, 
Ethiopia and the Kremlin's European satellites. In this respect, 

one of the guerrilla leaders wrote recently: "The Salvadoran revolu- 
tion is the first in South America, which the communist bloc has de- 
cided to =r unconditionally, even before it takes over power." 
In short: t is anything but very spontaneous. 


But those who despise Ronald Reagan do not stop with that. They also 
accuse him of artificially exaggerating the Cuban threat to El Salva- 
dor for the sole purpose of picking a fight with Moscow. Obviously 
he wants to use Cuba as a mere “pawn" on the big chessboard of East-~ 
West relations. There again, the insinuation is dishonest, for two 
reasons, 


First, because Castroism is really a danger for the Latin American 
world and it does not have anything to do with the anticommunist 
manias of the resident of the White House. Unless I am mistaken, 
when--with a certain freshness of spirit--one of the leading Cuban 
diplomats admits (in Washington, on 20 July 1979) that his country 
will continue to provide “varied” assistance to all the guerrillas 

in Central America, it is not Reagan who dictated this acknowledgment 


to him! And when Fidel Castro himself, on the occasion of the last 
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Nonaligned Conference exclaims, "I will continue the anti-imperialist 
struggle in the Caribbean until the end,” it is not Reagan either who 
wrote his speech! 


Secondly, because if there is a power which uses the Third World 
countries as mere “pawns" on a chessboard, it is certainly the Soviet 
Union, not the United States. Besides, Castro knows it well, he who 
has been moving a piece for the Kremlin for 20 years, whose loss he 
is not aware of... 


In fact, behind all this widespread criticism, what Ronald Reagan is 
blamed for is especially his refusal to believe in the inevitability 
of the decline of the West. Containing Marxism, then driving it 
back: what boldness and what frankness are displayed here! And 
nevertheless, why not admit that he is right? 


Since the American chief executive spoke loudly and clearly, 
Venezuela, Costa Rica and Santo Domingo have become more aloof with 
the Salvadoran guerrillas. Even Sandinista Nicaragua seems less 
enthusiastic henceforth to the idea of supporting the rebellion. 
Once again: an irreversible situation does not exist at all in this 
matter. 


We saw it last 30 October in Jamaica, where the pro-Castro prime 
minister, who had been in power 8 years, was literally swept out by 
his moderate opponent: 52 seats out of 60 for the supporters of 
liberalism. 


We have also seen it for a quarter of a century, from one end of the 
world to the other: Have not communist revolutions or those sympa- 
thetic to communism been broken in Malaysia and the Philippines? 
Were not attempts at communist takeovers defeated in Indonesia, the 
Sudan and Portugal? Have not Soviet "advisers” been expelled from 
Egypt and Somalia? Have not Castroite "technicians" been evicted 
from Ghana and shown the door in Zaire? Why then should failure be 
considered as a speciality of the free world? 


The European left should think about it, instead of continuously re- 
peating that Reagan is wrong in reducing the central American revo- 
lutions to a mere East-West confrontation. For, most often, these 
revolutionary movements--in El Salvador or elsewhere--are actually 
playing the game of the USSR and its allies. Whether you like it or 
not, there are indeed two camps. 


Moreover it is not I who says it, but Ponomarev, one of the main 
shapers of Soviet foreign policy: “in the field of foreign policy-- 
he declares--there is never a third way." 


Messrs Kreisky, Brandt, Palme and Mitterrand will no doubt resist 
rather poorly such a revelation which demolishes their Third World 
mythology. It matters little. The socialists have not been willing 
to die for ideas for a long time already. 
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PO’ “TICAL DENMARK 


YOUNG CONSERVA’!VE FOLKETING CANDIDATES HOPE TO SPUR PARTY 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 22 Mar 81 pt II p 5 


[Article by Solveig Rodsgaard: “Four Young People Want to Get the Bourgeois 
Moving" |] 


[Text] The bourgeois in Denmark are too lethargic. Therefore the left wing for 
many years has been able to take power too easily in many branches of society--in 
educationa! institutions, various kinds of associations and special-interest organ- 
izations. 


That is what four Conservative candidates for the Folketing think, and they now 
have initiated a cooperative program for the express purpose of getting the 
Conservative representatives moving and getting people of bourgeois tendencies 
to follow suit. 


The four are medical student Peter Norsk, 27, the lawyer Jeannette Oppenheim, 28, 
Director Niels Ahlmann-Ohlsen, 28, and Viggo Fischer, 37, a graduate student in 
soc lology. 


Peter Norsk became a candidate for the Folketing a month ago in the 14th district 
(the Enghave district), tie western constituency electing several members. He has 
been a member of the Conservative People's Party since 1975, went through the 
Conservative Youth program and now is also a member of the executive committee of 
the Conservative People's Party. He has been a member of governing bodies at the 
University of Copenhagen--the Facu!ty Board, for instance--for 5 years. 


Jeannette Oppenheim also began in Conservative Youth, in 1972. She was the chair- 
man for Copenhagen, was on the executive committee of the Conservative People's 
Party for a year and has been a candidate for the Folketing for 2 years in the 10th 
district, the eastern constituency electing several members. She has been the 
president of the Association of Graduates in Law Who Assist Lawyers for a year. 


Niels Ahlmann-Ohlsen became the president of Conservative Youth in Aalborg in 1972. 
_ He has been on the executive committee of the Conservative People's Party for two 
membership periods and was nominated in the Fjerritslev district in the last elec- 
tion. Now he has also been nominated in the Aars district. He is a director of 
the VVS Comfort chain. . 
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Viggo Fischer became the president of Conservative Students in 1968. Among other 
things, he went to the General Assembly of the UN as a conservative delegate and 
was a conservative candidate in the European Parliament election in 1979. He be- 
came a candidate for the Folketing in the Otterup district in 1973, in the Holbaek 
district in 1976 and in the Koge district last year. He is a member of the board 
of directors of the Danish-Israeli Society. He is a graduate student in social 
studies but now is running his own business, which provides equipment for fisher- 
men. 


The four know each other from Conservative Youth, among other things, but they 
actually began working together last fall, when they tried to stop a tendency 
towards the left in the United Nations Federation. They succeeded in mobilizing 
approximately 100 conservatives, and those people traveled at their own expense 
to the national congress of the United Nations Federation in Aarhus to try to gain 
influence. The four discovered that it was possible to bring conservatives to- 
gether and agreed that it certainly was worthwhile to try to obtain influence in 
other fields. 


Af raid 





"But actually, what are the chances of doing something for the conservative forces 
in Denmark?" they were asked. 


Peter Norsk replied, "The situation in the case of many bourgeois and conservative 
representatives is that, when they get out into the trade unions and other special- 
interest organizations where they are members, they don't dare to speak. They let 
the more rabid demagogues do all the talking. Through our action in connection with 
the United Nations Federation, we have proved that it can be of use for conserva- 
tives to make an effort. We will tell our representatives that it does not do any 
good to sit around the coffee table with other party members. People should go out 
into the organizations and do something. They should say what they are thinking, 
and when they do so they should not worry about what others say to them." 


Viggo Fischer said, "Each of us four candidates, individually, has a rather large 
number of contacts, and in that way we can get a great many people involved when 
they see that it makes sense to get involved." 


Jeannette Oppenheim said, "The fact is that there are many people who think like 
the conservatives, even though they don't actually realize it. Many people would 
prefer not to have others label them with the phrase, ‘Well, you are a conserva- 
tive.’ That has been an unpleasant experience for many years. Instead, we will 
say to people: ‘We are conservatives because...'" 


Niels Ahlmann-Ohlsen says, “At present, our party invests its resources in our 
own party newspaper on a large scale, but it is an introspective newspaper. We 
put out a paper which we send to ourselves, and it contains pictures of us and 
tells what we have done. Instead, we should work on publishing a newspaper which 
would go out to the people. I do not believe that the Conservative People's Party 
could publish a daily newspaper in the first year or the first 2 years, but we can 
do it over the longer term--a paper which would endorse conservative views, be 
extroverted and discuss things in a popular manner." 
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Peter Norsk said, “Our problem is che fact that there are only a few of us con- 
servatives who are active in other organizations. We are under an obligation to 
tell our bourgeois associates that they must leave their respective drawing rooms 
and move over into some organization. Many of the parties with a leftist orien- 
tation can always mobilize a large number of people and take over the power in an 
organization in that way. Then they call them people who are crossing party Lines, 
and they often use some individual conservatives as hostages who are examples of 
people crossing party lines, 


Freedom 
"Why don't the conservatives take the trouble to come forward?" they were asked. 


Peter Norsk replied, "That is because the conservative forces believe in represen- 
tative democracy to a great extent. One should not pursue a policy day after day 
which concentrates on getting people elected to the Folketing. The thinking of the 
population should be altered, and to accomplish that one has to get out into the 
various organizations. I can see that personally from the university." 


Viggo Fischer said, "What has happened is that the conservatives have gone back on 
their own legislat on. They passed laws providing us with a system which is very 
nearly a pure democracy, and then they forgot to profit by that situation them- 
selves, whereas the leftist totalitarian forces made use of the condition of 
nearly pure democracy, and consequently they have ended up in possession of grass- 
roots movements. That is the development we would like to turn around." 


Jeannette Oppenheim said, "People should change their thinking. There is no use 
believing that everything will walk right in the front door. One must give people 
the impression that it is necessary for them to do something themselves if they 
want to preserve the ideas and the standards of freedom for which we and probably 
the great majority of the population stand." 


Viggo Fischer said, "It is a question of preserving freedom in our society. It is 

being limited more and more by those of a leftist orientation. The following is 

a very common-place example: No one has ever heard of people who drive around with 
stickers opposing nuclear power on their automobiles getting their cars destroyed, 

but when we go out to the people with our stickers they reply that they do not 

want them. They know from experience that their cars will be damaged. 


"We must try to talk about the fact that there is something at stake at the 
present time and that one must show a bit of courage." 


Threats 


Jeannette Oppenheim said, "Most of all, one should realize who one is and what one 
stands for. One must say where one stands at one's place of employment. If, for 
example, there are three demagogues of leftist orientation there, one must be 
courageous and say ‘My ideas are such and such." But I am afraid there are too 
many people who hang their heads and say nothing." 





Peter Norsk said, "I know people who do not dare write letters to the editor of 
the university newspaper because they are afraid that they will not get jobs 
afterward." 


Viggo Fischer said, "I have been threatened with physical beatings three times, 

One time was at the university, where I was threatened with a beating if I took 

the floor. I took the floor and spoke, and nothing happened. When I was speaking 

at a demonstration on behalf of Israel, a heckler stood up beside me and threatened 
me, but one just has to ignore that, for they very seldom resort to violence, That 
is what we should teach our people--that they should risk their skins." 


Peter Norsk said, "At the university, I have not encountered anything like physical 
thrashings, but ‘a my daily life at the university there have been occasions when I 
have been looked upon as a total idiot, and probably the stupidest medical student 
in existence. We have a method of instruction in which we are holding a clinic. 
There we are supposed to present case records and put forward our material while 
the others listen. And it is actually a very great strain always to be laughed at 
just because the others know me and my views from material contributed to the 
university newspaper, for example. Now I am more indifferent, but it is clear that 
there are many others who do not want to stand up and be exposed to such a thing." 


Difference 
"Then how hard is it to be extrovertedly conservative?" they were asked. 


Niels Ahlmann-Ohlsen answered, "I recently visited a number of businesses in 
Nordjylland and had a fantastic reception. The result was that we set up 
Nordjylland's Conservative Business Committee in the Nordjylland Amt, and we have 
already gotten the first 10 cases on the table from small companies which would 
like to have their problems discussed." 


Peter Norsk said, "There can be problems in the Copenhagen area. When I was a 
candidate for the Folketing, I tried to call Carlsberg, which is a company in my 
district. I wanted to talk to the various people who worked there--some of the 
executivee and some of the shop stewards. The shop stewards refused to talk with 
me because they heard that I came from the Conservative People's Party. When I 
asked how one could start a dialogue that wav, they answered, ‘We are not interested 
in getting a propagandizing conservative out at the place where we work,'" 


The Party 
"But what can the conservatives do to make people active, then?" they were asked. 


Niels Ahlmann-Ohlsen replied, "We should back an initiative which was started by 
a handful of people in Jylland. It is the Popular Movement for Free Trade Unions. 
The Conservative People's Party has not appeared at all in that affair, and we 
think that people should support the movement. It has pointed out some quite un- 
reasonable situations. Because the Social Democratic Party exercises such com- 
plete control, the trade unions have gotten to a point where they have eliminated 
personal freedom. 
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"We eit still tee often and pul up with that sort of thing. Our party does not 
react, and we accept the fact that the Seetal Democratic steam roller ise permitted 
te crash through the way tt does, The conservatives should come up with state~ 
sents of current subjects 4 great deal more often than they do. Wo, this ie net — 
oritiotes ef eur Polketing grow, but tt — oritiolem of the fact that our 
priorities are 41) wrene, What te gotne on right sow @uet be given a higher 
priority.” 


Jeannette Oppenhei# said, “Yee, there certainly have been 4 number of cases where 
nothing wee seid about a1] the examples which can be produced of how the Social 
Democratic Party doee juet about ae it likes with our society, The conservatives 
should produce euch examples and aay, ‘Here you can see what they are doing.'" 


The four agree that the Polketing group's work should not be criticized, but they 
certainly would like to see gore penetrating power in the party's organization. 
Peter Norek thinke that the organisation certainly hae an out-of-date way of 
working. 


but be adde, “Although people perhape can say that we four think and work in a 
different way, it nevertheless very definitely ie our primary goal to be of use 
te the Conservative People's Party.” 
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POLITICAL PEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


SPD GRASSROOTS SEEN LOSING CONFIDENCE IN LEADERS 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 6 Apr 81 pp 24-15 
[Article by Klaus Wirtgen: “They Have Lost Their Ear, Their Touch") 


[Text] Up, above the podium the SPD banner solicits with the slogan “Secure the 
Future." Downstairs, in the "Gold Room" in the Westfalenhalle in Dortmund, the 
weekend before last, more than 400 party members from Dortmund and the surrounding 
area are crowded in, works councillors from mines and steel works, trade union 
officials and even a few who still work. On the weekend before last they are 
giving up a Saturday off, to hear from party chairman Willy Brandt how seriously 
the SPD is taking ite motto of a secure future. 


The weekend edition of the WESTFAELISCHE RUNDSCHAU is passed around at the tightly 
packed tables. On page 2 is a kind of news that enrages the little man here in 
the Ruhr: “The men in Bonn,” one of whom is sitting on the stage, have been 
hting again. The previous day there had been an argument between Chancellor 
‘mut Schmidt and his archenemy, the Land president of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
.thard Eppler. It was about the NATO dual resolution and whether it is only 
"valid" or “necessary” for the socialists. 


Here in the Ruhr, where the party rank and file was until now considered to be 
particularly long suffering, where rumor has it that every long-time red voter has 
a comrade for a neighbor, people are not working themselves up about rockets. 

There are arguments about high gasoline prices, about 8—percent unemployment, about 
the announcement by the giant steel company Hoesch not to build a promised steel 
mill and to eliminate 6,500 jobs. 


The RUNDSCHAU is helping to inflame the atmosphere. ‘t prints a wanted notice of 
the devil, disguised as a “portrait,” who is cunningly urging the wrong conflicts 
on the crisis fighter Schmidt. 


The avowed socialists from the party district with the mostmmembers, "Western 
Westphalia,” read that Eppler has “long been in conflict with the ruling wing of 
the party,” this “grandson of a Protestant minister,” this "Ph.D.," who wrote his 
doctoral dissertation on “The Rebel and the Desperate Man as Heroic Figure in 
Elizabethan Tragedy," who helped his home party to defeat and the Greens, “to 
whom Eppler pointed the way," into the Landtag. 
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it is no surprise that Willy Brandt waite in vain for applaiee when he aske “in 
the national interest" that the FRG be involved “as little as possible in the 
international trade in arms.” 


But no one protests either, when the comrade-in-chief, in the name of the SPD, 
“welcomes” Moscow's proposale for a moratorium on the stationing of medium-range 
rockets in Europe, inetead of rejecting them as the coalition in Bonn has done. 
No one here notices the contradiction. 


In fatter years, “compase.on” was the word Chancellor Brandt used to motivate party 
members to “feel pity" for the poorest of the poor. Now, in Dortmund, when the 
chairman of the International North-South Commission pleads for lees indifference 
toward the starving nations of the Third World, Heinrich Borghardt of the works 
council at the Westfalen Steel company anewere: “When we speak of development 
assistance here, we should not be talking about other countries, but about eteel 
in Dortmund, 


Works councillor Lambertus Majoor from Westfalen Steel aleo lectured him: "Willy, 
as chancellor you said: Risk more democracy! Fine! But now we have a citizens 
initiative against thie and that in every town, even against a daycare center, 
because the kids are too noisy. Aren't new jobs worth an initiative?" 


As if comrade Brandt could afford not to seek support for "discussion with critical 
young people," for topics “that make the Greens clearly look interesting.” 


“I know,” shouted Heinz Asemann, district leader of the IG mine in Hamm, to the 
chairman, “that you must have a wide coat. But you won't find one wide enough to 
cover every weird type. The people must be getting the impression that the SPD is 
not one party, but two or three parties.” 


A belligerent mood develops. There is no trace of the “social-democratic virtue 
of solidarity." It is not critical young people, not the sympathizers with the 
new pacificiem who are sitting in this room. These are the members of the largest 
block of votes that the SPD can muster at party conferences. Without these 
comrades, nothing is done at the party conferences, especially nothing against the 
chancellor. Of all people, these denim-clad, dyed-in-the-wool socialists are 
suddenly doubting the party, are unsure if Helmut Sehmidt still represents their 
interests. 


"We are glad, comrade Brandt," said councillor Wolfgang Weiermann from the Phoenix 
foundry in Hoerde, “that Dortmund is called the secret capital of the SPD. We 
would be even happier if the SPD could one day say: We did not let the region go 
to the dogs.” 


Guilty parties are quickly identified, they are the other ones, those in the civil 
service, the ideologues, the teachers ("They would be better off remembering old 
traditions, educating workers’ children and not always keeping one eye on Mammon.” 





According to Rudolf Dressler of the Association for Employee Questions (Afa) in the 
SPD, 30 percent of the party members are skilled workers. But they constitute 





only 7.5 percent on the boards of the lower districts. by contrast, officials 
and employees of the civil service, who now make up 35 percent of the membership, 
provide over 75 percent of the functionaries in the lower districts. 


Encouraged by Herbert Wehner, the AFA wante to change some important statutes: 
workers from factory groups should be allowed to send their delegates to the party 
conventions in the same way ae the local societies, which have supposedly been 
taken over by intellectuale and Jusos. 


Dortmund's Lord Mayor, Guenther Samtlebe, himself an influential party man, demande 
an explanation from chief-functionary Brandt in the "Gold Room" of what it "means 
politically," when the young workers leave. "They are the backbone of our voters, 
they are not drifters, who disappear when thinge get shaky somewhere." Apartments 
have to be found for these people. No one disagrees when the Lord Mayor concludes 
hie speech rather too obviously: "We are not dealing with the odd types in Berlin.” 


Argumente from the top have no chance against polemics of thie kind. Egoiem 
becomes a group phenomenon. “When I hear: The wind is against us," burete out 
Friedhelm Hellmann from the Westfalen Steel works council, "Willy, you had every 
kind of wind blowing againet you, and still you pursved your Eastern policy." 


The steel workers are now demanding the same commitment from Helmut Schmidt. The 
chancellor's most loyal vassale in the fight against the Epplers, Hansens and 
Coppike are threatening open rebellion here in Dortmund. The disappointment with 
their superstar who has lost his magic cannot be ignored. Here, in the middle of 
the Ruhr, the party chairman, standing in for the chancellor, is shown that it is 
not enough to woo the union bosses in order to guarantee peace on the workers’ 
front in the future. 


The chancellor, if he does not mind, has to do something himself about the workers’ 
concerns, The speakers demand that he should "say a few quiet words" to the 
director general of Hoesch, comrade Detlev Karsten Rohwedder, "so that he knows 
which way to go" (Heinrich Borghardt, Hoesch works council). Waldemar ("Waldi") 
Otte, IG representative to the Hoesch Works union, complains that Rohwedder 's 
ideas for restoring the company's health are useless: “They're just talking 
nonsense. I've got concepts running out of my ears.” What sounds funny, is 
deadly serious, “Our Helmut Schmidt said that he could not read the heating bill," 
criticizes Schering works councillor Reinhold Mueller, “comrades, I tell you, we 
can hardly pay it.” What is the cause? Schering's Mueller knows: “They have 
lost their ear, their touch, tell them that, Willy." Wot until problems are no 
longer wrapped up “in fancy speeches,” “can Helmut Schmidt rely on us brothers 

and sisters again.” 


Krupp's diiector of labor, Otmar Guenther, also wants to have something tangible 
on the table. The confidant of IGMetall leader Eugen Loderer is complaining 
about the chancellor's failure at the last EEC summit conference to terminate the 
detrimental practice of subsidies in the British steel industry: “Helmut Schmidt 
came back from Maastricht annoyed, well, no one is happy when the chancellor is 
annoyed, but we must ask: How quickly can that change?" 
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Someone elee, Waldi Otte, is even blunter: "I can understand that Thatcher's 
blouse is closer to what's underneath than her coat," but then the Federal 
Government has to “do exactly the same" and pay subsidies for the steel companies. 


Midday ie long past, outside can be heard the noisy fans of Borussia Dortmund and 
Hamburg SV, who will be meeting a little later in the Westfalen etadium for a 
league soccer match, Lord Mayor Samtleben foes to the microphone one more time, 
Priorities for internal policies have to be established in Bonn, before it is too 
late: "What use is it, if we are acknowledged in the world, and at home the voters 
are deserting us." That draws a storm of applause, 


Downeast, Willy Brandt admite later at a small dinner party: “It is alwaye salutary, 
not to etay in Bonn all the time," 


But that does not reach the eare of the grassroots comrades. 
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POLITICAL F INLAND 


LEADERSHIP FIGHT THREATENED AT CHRISTLAN PARTY CONGRESS 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 19 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] There are contrary winds in the Christian Party. 
After the “normalized” party congress last summer, the party 
has been examining itself in hopes of attracting increased 


support. 


One of the suggested improvements is electing new chairmen 
in the party congress next summer. There are plans for 
getting vigorous new replacements for the posts of assistant 
chairmen Ilmari Helimaki and Impi Muroma. 


Raino Westerholm, the Christian Party's heleman for years, recently announced 
that he is available for the position of chairman. 


Not all sections of the party were pleased with this. Westerholm has already been 
having misgivings for many years and has wonderea about his own staying power and 
energy as the chairman. This has of course created ever-increasing demands for 


change. 


However, there are no plans for unseating Westerholm unless he himself voluntarily 
resigns. This is the reason why the other chairmen, Heiimaki and Muroma, are in 
the firing line. 


Muroma: Misconceptions in the Christian Party 


The third chairman of the Christian Party, Impi Muroma, admits that there has been 
talk about the chairmanship question even in inner circles. 


One of the things that has come up has been a need for an ecclesiastical repre- 
sentative. "In my opinion, this has been a misconception. We are purely a 
political party, and we don't need to make decisions on the basis of civilian 
education,” Muroma explains. 


Muroma says however that she has not heard rank-and-file reports indicating that 
anyone would want to have Raino Westerholm replaced. 
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She also emphasized--maybe directing these words to Diet representative Antero 
Juntumaa--that it is useless to offer a "faceless" theologist as a leader, because 
it is the individualized identity of the candidate which decides the election, 


Kallinen Being Nominated by Fred 


In addition to the matter of religion, there are many other factors in the 
Christian Party that make a chairmanship race a likely possibility. 


One troublesome question is geography: all the present chairmen are from the 
greater Helsinki area as Westerholm too has now packed up and relocated in Helsinki. 


A Diet representative from Nurmo, Jorma Fred, hopes for greater geographical 
balance, and at the same time for firmer adherence to the program. His favorite 
candidate for a chairmanship is a former Swedish Party member Bjarne Kallis from 
Kokkola. He also considers the former party secretary, pastor Eino Pinomaa and 
Diet representative Ulla Jarvilehto to be “good names." 


Kallis is a special favorite of the Swedish-speaking Christian Party members. He 
also is a member of the party board. 


Christian Party Can Do Nothing About Geography 


Impi Muroma does not want to allow geographical faets to influence political life. 
Somewhat surprisingly, she rationalizes her view through monetary considerations: 


"Chairmen do not get financial compensation. If you have to come, say, once a week 
from Lapland to chair a meeting in your field, the situation gets a bit heavy on 
the pocket," Muroma remarks. 


This situation is possible in the Christian Party because there is a division of 
labor in the party. The chairman himself leads the party as a whole, and the second 
and third chairman divide between themselves the organizational and municipality 
affairs. 


The Christian Party membership cannot do anything about geographic realities. How- 
ever, the field does support their local representatives. 


Tapani Leppanen, a Dark Horse 


The youth of the Christian Party put forward a couple of years ago a municipal 
politician Leena Finnila from Helsinki for the chairmanship, but without success. 


It is now thought to be almost certain that the young will put forward Tapani 
Leppanen, a member of the party government, for the post of the third chairman. 


A strong ideological contribution is considered to be his forte; in practical terms 
this means a more reform-oriented policy. 
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Leppanen has proposed that the name of the Christian Party be changed into 
Kriatillissosiaalinen puolue [Christian Social Party]. The idea has been opposed 
for example on the basis that the Bavarian wing of the West-German Christian 
Democratic Party led by Franz-Josef Strauss has almost an identical name. 
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POLITICAL F INLAND 


AHTI KARJALAINEN COMMENTS ON PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY CHANCE 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 27 Feb 81 p 15 
[Interview by Janne Virkkunen with Ahti Karjalainen, date not given] 


[Text] "Please, no questions on rumors about yours truly," said interim Chairman 
of the Bank of Finland Ahti Karjalainen (Center Party) in his office a moment be- 
fore the beginning of this interview. 


Ahti Karjalainen, who is the longest-standing presidential candidate in Finnish 
history, and likely to remain so, laid down the ground rules of this interview. 
The only topic was to be politics. 


Ahti Kalle Samli Karjalainen, 58, doctor of political science, was a prime minister 
twice over, and some time ago nearly a tenured foreign minister. He now presides 

in the dignified and restrained atmosphere of the Bank of Finland. What are his 
thoughts here, on governmental policies, foreign policy, the rightist threat, the 
presidential game, and Urho Kekkonen? 


We asked Karjalainen questions on all of this. He answered some, circumvented 
others. 


Whether Karjalainen will become a presidential candidate--or president-—-will be 
determined in the next few years. This will depend a lot on Kekkonen himself, 
whether he will himself become a candidate or not; it will depend on whether the 
Center Party will ratify Karjalainen's candidacy. And on whether he himself con- 
sents to become a candidate. 


Some Center Party leaders would like to try Karjalainen out as a prime minister 
after Mauno Koivisto. They would like to be certain of Karjalainen's suitability 
for major tasks. 


And most of all, Karjalainen's future depends on Karjalainen himself. Does he want 
to be further promoted is a question that did not get an answer in this interview 
either. It leaves all the alternatives open. In this respect, Karjalainen con- 
tinues to be a politician. 


[Question] Has the government cooperation between the Center and the Left eroded, 
have the pot-luck victuals run out, to quote Kalevi Sorsa? 











[Anewer] I am now speaking as a Center Party member, not as the holder of an 
office in this bank. I do not see the situation in that light. Rather, it is a 
matter of certain domestic policy questions causing conflicts, also of certain 
personalities clashing, instead of the principle behind the coalition not being 
valid any more, The international position of our country, which has contributed 
much to the longevity of the coalition government, has not changed at all. 


[Question] Should it change? 


[Answer] It will not change as far as the geopolitical background facts are 
concerned, And besides, as far as I can see, the Finns enjoy a life that is 
probably better and more secure than anywhere else in the world. We have reason 
to be satisfied. 


[Question] Might Sorsa's opinion be caused by the fact that he is not in the 
government himself? 


[Answer] I have no desire to evaluate anybody else's motives. There is an old 
rule in politics: Only listen to what a politician says, don't venture to 
evaluate his motives. 


[Question] The present government base has persisted for nearly 15 years. Might 
there be a reason to bring in a change? 


[Answer] Yes, 15 years, with short interruptions; that is, politically it has 
lasted since 1966. I think it is natural that a multi-party country would have 
different government alternatives during a normal peace period. Not least for 
the reason that this way society would stay vigorous and maintain a capacity for 
reform. 


[Question] Why don't we have alternatives? 


[Answer] Haven't they been hampered because neither left-wing party has wanted 
to cooperate with the Conservative Party, at least in recent years? There are 
hardly any alternatives left, if we want a majority government. 


[Question] Why are majority governments necessary? 


[Answer] In Finnish circumstances, a wide-based majority governrent is desirable 
for both domestic and foreign policy reasons, and also for economic reasons. Of 
course there would be minority alternatives with the present base, but the base 
would then be narrow. 


[Question] Would the Conservative Party be suitable for government? 


[Answer] Yes, if other parties can be found which want to cooperate with it. If 
we adhere to wanting to have majority governments, it seems difficult to find a 
combination during the present Diet that could include the Conservative Party. It 
is not discrimination but is caused by the composition of the Diet. 
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The Rightist Threat 

[Question] Would the other opposition parties be suitable for government? 
[Anewer] My personal view is that they are so vague in their programs that no 
majority government could be based on their see-saw systems. I am now speaking 
of the present Diet. 

[Question] Are they vague both in their domestic and foreign policies? 
[Answer] If I have to be specific, they are vague in their policies generally. 


[Question] Nowadays, how closely related are the government basis and foreign 
policy--the relationship with the USSR? 


[Answer] Foreign policy must always be taken into consideration in a country like 
Finland when a government is being formed. I am not speaking of the Soviet Union 
only, but of foreign policy in general. 


Of course the relations with the Soviet Union are of essential importance to us, 
but we do have other foreign policy relations. 


[Question] In the last Party Congress of the Center Party, you warned the country 
of a right-wing threat. Why? 


[Answer] If the Right continues to advance--I am referring in the first place to 
the Conservative Party here, but also to the other right-wing forces--it can 
eventually cause quite a problem in government configurations. 


[Question] Are there any such right-wing forces in the Center Party? 


[Answer] Each party, even the SKDL [Finnish People's Social Democratic League] 
has a left and right wing, the Social Democrats do, and-- 


{[Question]--But are there any which constitute a threat? 

[Answer] I am not speaking about that but ebout the fact that each party has a 
right wing and a left wing. Many political divisions run within parties instead of 
dividing parties from each other. 

[Question] Do you mean that Aarne Saarinen's line is a right-wing threat? 


[Answer] I don't want to speak about whether someone is a threat or not. TI only 
note the fact that each party has a right wing and a left wing. 


[Question] Could further sliding to the right endanger Finland's situation? 


[Answer] It can become a problem when the forming of a government is in question. 
That's what I mean. It's not threats I'm talking about. 
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[Question] You are a member of a committee that directs the Center Party policies. 
Does the Center Party have a disproportionally high representation in the govern- 
ment? 


[Answer] It is a question of interpretation. The Diet has a growing nonsocialist 
majority. 0: + ourse it would be difficult to imagine in these circumstances that 
the country would have a government with a leftist majority. That is why a Center 
mejority in the government is natural now. 


[Question] Does this mean that if the Conservative Party continues to grow in 
strength, the Center Party must get a couple more ministerial posts? 


[Answer] I don't mean anything else but what I said...I only said that it could 
eventually become a problem. 


[Question] Would it be possible to have a functional bourgeois majority government 
with the present Diet and its relative strengths? 


[Answer] I don't see any chances for such a majority government during the present 
Diet because certainly no one wants to form a majority government that would be 
dependent on the see-saw situation of the small parties. The talk of increasing 
cooperation between the Center and the Conservatives is not realistically based 
because theirs would be a minority government. In this respect, the proposal by 
the Conservatives’ chairman Ilkka Suominen was a bit peculiar. 


[Question] What would an Ahti Karjalainen government be like with the present 
relative strengths in the Diet? 


[Answer] I am not interested... 

The Center Party 

[Question] The Agrarian Union and Urho Kekkonen governed Finland from the middle 
of the 1950's to the middle of the 1960's. Is there a chance that the Center Party 
could reclaim those positions? 

[Answer] The Center Party is also at the moment a very central force. 

[Question] But is there a possibility of returning to the past days of splendor? 
[Answer] It is difficult to compare two different times. But as we can see, it is 
difficult to get the country a government without the Center Party, at least a 
majority government. In that sense, the position of the Center Party is pretty 
much the same as that of the past Agrarian Union. 

[Question] But the present Center Party has 15 to 20 fewer Diet representatives. 


[Answer] Nevertheless. 


33 








[Question] The power of the Agrarian Union was based on the supporter organization 
created by the party secretary Arvo Korsimo. Does the Center Party need a new 
Korsimo after Mikko Immonen? 


[Answer] Hahhah...That certainly was a half-truth. The Agrarian Union of course 
had a party organization and a supporter organization those days. Every party 
needs an effective party organization. 


[Question] Would it be good to find a new Kekkonen? 


[Answer] He has had to, of course, take into consideration the fact that the 
world is changing with time. At his age, one also cannot be the same person one 
was 30 to 40 years ago. 


[Question] There has been a movement to the right in society. Has the Center 
Party already gone so far to the right that it scares you? 


[Answer] No. 


[Question] But there is some of this right-wing spirit in the Center Party, isn't 
there? 


[Answer] Every party has a right wing and a left wing. The Center Party's 
politics have not become more rightist. The circumstances have changed, and the 
political classifications of decisions are frightfully old-fashioned. I make 
these classifications sometimes too, I must admit. 


[Question] For instance when? 


[Answer] If we make the money market tighter, is it being right-wing or left-wing? 
The press may read that as right-wing politics. But the main object are the 
banks! It doesn't seem possible to call them leftist, socialist. Maybe we should 
start calling things by their rightful names and start avoiding empty phraseology. 


[Question] Should we return to last century's concepts and talk about liberals 
and conservatives? 


[Answer] These are slogans as well. I mean that one should call things by their 
own names, for instance, wages and salaries, prices, relations with Scandinavian 
countries and the Soviet Union. Use these straight-forward names instead of 
claiming this to be rightist, that to be leftist. In this respect, a new time 
has dawned. 


[Question] Is abolishing the health center fees right-wing or left-wing? 
[Answer] I don't know, but it's certainly senseless. 


[Question] With regular intervals, you refer to the right-wing threat, and out- 
siders find it difficult to understand what you really mean. 
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[Answer] Yes, it is really so, but I can't find a better term, Everyone senses 
what is going on, however, 


[Question] Christian values have returned to the Center Party decisions again. 
Why ? 


[Answer] I suppose matters of this kind have resurfaced in people's minds since 
there are not that many concrete problems...I have never liked mixing religion 
and politics. I find it repugnant. Religion is a private matter. 


[Question] The Center Party in the government is an advocate of the economic 
sector. What happened to being an advocate of the poor, which Alkio [founder of 
the Agrarian Union, later Center Party] promulgated? 


[Answer] It is one and the same thing. To be an advocate for the economic sector 
is the same as being an advocate for the poor. The main problem is to find sensi- 
ble work for people. It is the economic sector in addition to the public sector 
that offers those possibilities. But the public sector alone--the state and 
municipalities--is not enough. We must support and maintain productive fields 
also. 


K-Line 
[Question] Your name is associated with the famous K-Line. What is that? 


[Answer] It is quite a radical line and was formed fairly much in connection with 
foreign policy. It rose mostly within the former Agrarian Union, but its in- 
fluence has later spread also to other parties, not only the Center Party. 


[Question] Is there any longer a need for a K-L‘ne? 


[Answer] The foreign policy has been accepted so widely that the use of the 
term K-Line has decreased in this special meaning--as the promoter of good 
relations with the Soviet Union--, but the concept itself is still necessary. 
It is only that at the moment it goes with the current, not against it. 


[Question] Is the task of the K-Line to see to it that foreign policy does not 
change? 


[Answer] It is up to all of us to see that we exercise a foreign policy that is 
as good as possible, and an essential part of this is good relations with the 
Soviet Union. It is just that one does not need to fight so much in this matter 
any more and one does not get branded as a traitor as I for instance was a time 
ago. If I remember right, the columnist Simppa was blamed for calling me and the 
late Aarre Simonen traitors. 


[Question] Is there any K-Line in the Center Party any more? 


[Answer] Matter-of-factly, yes. It is only that it holds the support of the 
majority in all the party organs, so that special names and pugnacity are not 
necessary any more as they were especially at the end of the 1940's, in the 1950's, 
and still in the 1960's. 
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(Question) The E-Line people teppled Virelainen from the Center Party leadership 
and taieed Paeave Vayrynen te tt inetead, Are you satisfied with Vayrynen ae the 
chairman’ 


|Anewer) | wae @yeel! supporting hie in the Party Congress, We has been the 
chairman for eueh « short time that | eannet say wether | am satiefied or not, 

At least the younger generation hee naw quieted down after the generational switch 
wae affecced, 


[Queetion)] What were your thoughte when Vayrynen some time ago prevented your 
aesistant, Jukka Juusela, from being appointed as the director of the TV-2? 


|[Anewer] It wae somewhat of « workeite aecident, It was lese 4 question of lines 
then of « break in information, The selutton was good at any rate. 


[Question} Alkio-Kekhonenian be'umge in the veoabulary of the Center politicians. 
le that the came ae Pienieh “nar stem-leniniens’” 


|Anewer] | have never velued highly phraseology and « . They have no con- 
tent. tf Mare pose from the dead, he surely would deny being 4 Maruiet, and if 
Alkio rose from the dead, he hardly would recognise the present Center Partyiem as 
being Alkiotc, The world and Pinland are new completely different from what they 
were °° yeare age. 


Keb onen 


(Question) There te @ let of talk ahout the relations between Urho Kekkonen and 
Abti Karjalainen; 211 sorte of things are “known”... 


[Anewer!] Who would know the truth? | want te say a0 gore ahowt it. We have known 
each other for 35 years, be and 1. That should be enough. 1! hawe nothing else 

te say 

(Question| Be vou meet guteide official tucinees’ 

|Anewer) What does that hawe to de with anything’ 

(Question) De vou meet in bucinese ant tere’ 


|Anewer!|] Of course we do. 


[Question] Did you bypass Kebkhonen from the Eremlin-cide, a6 they aaintain in the 
corridors of the Poreign Minietry’ 


|Anewer| | hawe long been iawolwed with relations to the eset, just .« the Presi- 
dent has, an’ | canpot upderetand how anyore can bypass anyone on any side. 1! 
quote the Presidernt on the USSR relations: “One guet be mercilessly honest.” 


[Quection} Gekkonen wae etil) fm the 1950's « persecuted politician. Be you heave 
the came feeling’ 








|Anewer) The 1950's were much worse, To use moraliging language, the times were 
much meaner, I! have no feeling of being persecuted, Of course it is disgusting to 
be hit below the belt. Sut you rest a while, and you are ready to go again. 


Presidential Game 


[Question] Does the presidential game disturb you? You have beer a candidate ever 
since Kekkonen announced in 1967 that he was not going to be a candidate any more 


[Anewer] I don't know if it disturbs, but at least thie endless discussion about it 
ie getting to be diegueting every so often. The discussion has become nearly sick 
ae it seeme that people are incapable of talking about anything elee. But most of 
all !t find it repugnant because it is so very offensive towarde the current presi- 
dent. 


All the time, people are talking ae if he should withdraw. No one seems to think 
how he must feel himeelf. I have understood that thie ie a way the media can make: 
money for themeelves. 


[Question] How do you think Paasikivi felt when Kekkonen and you, Mr Karjalainen, 
ae hie assistant played 4 presidential game during the last period of Paasikivi's 
presidency? 


|Anewer|) Paasikivi wae then, as Presiaent Kekkonen is now, an old and experienced 
realist; and it is according to the rules of democracy to set up an opposing 
candidate. Of course, | don't know what Paasikivi's feelings were. 

[Question] Could Kekkonen be available still after 19847 

|Anewer| That you muet aek President Kekkonen himself. 

[Question|] Would vou be willing to be his elector? 

[Anewer|] Certainly, if he would continue. 

[Question] Have you attempted to become president? 

|Anewer) I have attempted to stay healthy in order to take care of my present 
office. I have never attempted anything elee than to take care of the current job; 
this has been quite enough. 


[Question] Is the presidential game disturbing your taking care of the republic's 
affaires? 


|Anewer!] I don't know, but I imagine it might disturb those people who are brought 
into the game. Those people who would not like to be involved with it. Strangely 
enough, {t te the syetem in Finland that anyone can be brought into any matter 
whether or not the person hae said anything about it. 


[Question| Do you know Juhani Perttunen, the office chief of the President? 





[Anawer] | have known him for quite a long time, 


[Question] Ie is said that Perttunen has too auch unofficial power next to the 
President. 


[Anewer] So much is said and epoken, | have nothing special to add to this, 
Perttunen ie an intelligent and active man, 


Soviet Trade 


[Question] As you are the chairman of the Economic Commission, you have been in 
charge of the trade between inland and the Soviet Union. Are the Opec countries 
the only ofl hawke or are our neighbors the same’? 


[Anewer] We have always held onto the principle that we follow world market prices 
in Soviet trade, both in export and import. Sometimes it is beneficial to us, and 
sometimes less beneficial, But it is the only sensible basis on which to build in 
this trade, and so we have nothing to say against it. We just have to bear the 
additional burden caused by the increases in the price of the eastern oil; the 
western oil means additional burden quite in the same way. 


[Question] Is the USSR ofl worth the money? 


[Anewer] As far as 1 know it is as good as the Opec ofl. Only we have been able 
to pay for the price increases by immediately increasing exports. When the price 
of Opec oil rises we have to find the money to pay for it by adding exports to the 
currency countries, intermediaries. That is the difference. 


[Question] Do we appreciate the eastern trade like we should? 

[Anewer] More and more, more and more. I have been involved in this for over a 
quarter of a century, and during this period, the voices of criticism have quieted 
down quite a good deal, I must say. 


[Question] The eastern projects have generally been good, but certainly we can say 
that the Saimaa Canal business was bad business, can't we? 


[Anewer] I dont’ know whether a canal generally is a business or not. It is a 
waterway. Maybe the traffic on the canal has not grown the way it was estimated 
when the agreement was signed, but certainly there is continuous traffic there. 
[Question] Do foreign trade policy and sociobiology have anything in common? 


[Anewer] This is now becoming a psychic discussion, and I don't want to partici- 
pate in it, because I don't find the question sensible. 1 am a realist. 


[Question] But certainly not a new-realist? 


{[Anewer|] What is new-realism? I don't know that either. 








[Question] Might it be one of those slogans that are being used without anyone 
knowing very precisely what it ia really a que’tion of? 


[Anewer] Oppositions are set up, although no one knows what it is all about 
really. 


Johannes [Virolainen], Mauno [Koivisto] 

[Queetien] Are you presently a politician? 

[Anewer] If being a politican meane being in charge of public affairs, I am, If 
it meane being involved in public party politics, day-to-day politice, I am not. 
Ae a matter of fact, I have always, that fe for 20 years, felt the Bank of Finland 
to be the job closest to me, Even while I wae a cabinet member (15 years). 
[Question] Do you miss being in the cabinet? 

[Anawer] Wo, no, 

[Question] This is a better job? 

[Anewer] I am not saying that, but I did get enough of it. 

[Question] How do you like Johannes Virolainen? 


[Anewer] Our relationship is correct. Of course there are differences in people, 
but we have alwaye had a correct relationship. 


[Question] How about Mauno Koivisto? 

[Anewer] The same applies. 

[Question] Correct relationship, how is one to interpret that? 
[Anewer] We have matter-of-fact discussions on things. 


[Question] What are your relations with the majority and minority of the Commu- 
nists? 


[Anewer] I have personal relationships with all sorts of communists and Conserva- 
tives and Social Democrats and Center Party members. When one has been at it for 
a fair while, one has acquired personal relationships in all directions. I have 
always tried to see to it that these relationships are not dependent on political 
differences. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


GOVERNMENT CENSURES GENERAL'S COMMENTS ON NORWAY SECURITY 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 27 Feb 81 p 15 


[Text] The Chancellory Chief of the Ministry of Defense, Lt Gen Aimo Pajunen, 49, 
has meddled in a recent interview with the ME magazine with affairs that are in the 
arena of the republic's president and Foreign Ministry. The cabinet and Defense 
Minister Lasse Aikas (Center Party) made this announcement on Thursday, as Pajunen 
was publicly censured by the government for his comments on Norway. 


It was concluded on the basis of the cabinet's decision that Pajunen's comments on 
No. way had angered President Urho Kekkonen. As far is known, it was Kekkonen 
himself who had demanded that Pajunen be censured, and he did not give up on this 
demand even when Defense Minister Aikas tried to persuade him to drop it. 


The censure given by the cabinet is based on paragraph 42 of the Council of State 
bylaws. According to this paragraph, it is possible to give a disciplinary 
punishment for a mistake, peccadillo or improper behavior. The punishment may be 
a censure, a fine, or suspension from office for a maximum of three months. 


Pajunen was given the smallest punishment on this scale, a censure. 


The decision by t .e cabinet to give the censure was justified in the following way: 
"In an interview pub lished in the February issue of ME magazine, Pajunen made 
comments on the foreign and defence policies of Norway with whom Finland has 

friendly relations. This was done in a way that might give reason for misunder- 
standings. By doing this, Pajunen has meddled in matters that belong in the arena 

of the republic's President and Foreign Ministry. As Pajunen has conducted himself 
in this matter with an insufficient measure of consideration and caution, the govern- 
ment sees it proper to punish Pajunen by the disciplinary action of a censure." 


The government considered that in making these statements Pajunen made a mistake 
“which, considering his office and official duties, was improper." 


In the agenda annexed to the decision, it was stated that in an oral explanation 
to the Defense Minister, Pajunen had admitted having conducted himself in this 
matter with insufficient consideration and caution. 
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Aikas also said that he does not approve of Pajunen's comments on the foreign 
and domestic policies of Norway, because these matters traditionally belong in 
Finland in the fielda of activity of the President and Foreign Ministry. 


Pajunen, who was given the censure, did not want to comment on the matter at 

all on Thureday, Last week, Pajunen issued an explanation together with the chief 
editor of the ME magazine, explaining what parte of the interview were direct 
statements by Pajunen and what parte were not, 


A Rare Punishment 


It has been fairly rare in Finland to punish experienced public officials for 
their statements, The government seldom has undertaken disciplinary measures 
based on the bylaws of the Council of State. 


About 3 years ago, the government suspended a ministerial secretary of office 
for one and a half months on the basis of the same paragraph of the bylaws that 
was now used to punish Pajunen, The punishment of the ministerial secretary, 
however, was not for statements given, but for improper behavior during his 
leisure time, 


A few directors-general as well as county governors have been discharged in 
Finland for crimes and misconduct in office, and in 1958, the Chancellory Chief 
of the Ministry of Defense, Kalle Lehmus, was given a discharge. However, the 
reason for the discharge was obfuscations in taxation matters, not statements 
made by Lehmus. 


Pajunen's censure was compared on Thursday with the presidential reprimand 
Johannes Virolainen (Center Party) received in the summer of 1979. Virolainen 
had stated in an interview with SUOMEN KUVALEHTI that the Conservative Party 
was being discriminated against for “general reasons, not domestic reasons." 
West German FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE commented on the Virolainen interview and re- 
ported that a period of night-frost had again come to Finland. 


After the article appeared, President Kekkonen made a public announcement where 
he stated that Virolainen had, for completely incomprehensible reasons, given a 
wrong testimonial about Finland's foreign policy. According to the President, 
Virolainen had caused harm to the republic by his conduct. Also Pajunen's state- 
ments were quoted in FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE. 


Pajunen in Race for Army Commander's Post 


Chancellory Chief Aimo Pajunen has so far been mentioned as a strong contender 

for the post of the next commander of the Defense Forces. It has been said that 
Pajunen is in the so-called “commander production line" together with for instance 
Lt Gen Jaakko Valtanen. 


It is considered possible that the censure received by Pajunen will have weakened 
his position in the commandership race, especially since the Commander in Chief of 
the Defense Forces, Urho Kekkonen, was detected behind the censure. The next 
commander of the Defense Forces will be appointed in the fall of 1983 at the 
latest, that is, before the end of President Kekkonen's current term. 


9571 
CSO: 3107/67 


4} 





POLITICAL FINLAND 


KEKKONEN ACCUSED OF BEING REMOTE FROM COUNTRY'S PRESS 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 24 Mar 81 p 7 


{Text} Pentti Lumme, the chairman of the Political Journalists’ Association, has 
expressed concern over President Urho Kekkonen's attitude towards the domestic 
news journalists. 


According to Lumme, foreign journalists have little trouble in getting to speak to 
Kekkonen, but he has cut himself off almost totally from the domestic press. 


Lumme expressed hope that the President's relationship with the news media will 
become smoother. 


President Kekkonen's relations with the Finnish press have actually been rather 
distant throughout his 25-year career, Lumme remarked. "Only a very few political 
journalists have ever had a rare chance to interview him, either as a group, or 
individually. Every so often it seems that foreign journalists have an easier 
access to Tamminiemi than the representatives of the Finnish press," said Lumme. 


As far as the news writers are concerned, Lumme explained, the resident has with- 
drawn into a de Gaulle-like ivory tower, almost to the point of being inaccessible. 


However, the president's influence has been felt in political decisions either as 
direct action or as rumors which have generally been impossible to verify, said 
Lumme . 


"This situation of course gives rise to a growing tangle of unanswered questions. 
The press must try to treat these on the basis of conjectures as access to the 
news source has in actual fact been well-nigh impossible." 


Lumme finds it difficult to understand why the media have tolerated this situation 
so long. A central governmental power has been allowed to stay out of reach of the 
domestic news media. 


In Lumme's opinion, it is important to challenge this state of affairs because the 
current president's way of doing things will create models also for the future 
presidents. “At least as far as the press is concerned, the present model is quite 
unfortunate at a time when free flow of information is considered a virtue." 


Lumme stepped down on Monday after a 2-year term as the association's chairman. 
Editor Janne Virkkunen from HELSINGIN SANOMAT was elected to succeed him. 
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POLITICAL FRANCE 


PARLLAMENTARY COMMITTEE DISCUSSES STANCE ON ARAB ISSUES 

Parise AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 28 Feb 81 pp 35-40 

{Interview with Four Members of Parliament, Alain Mayoud, Lucien Bitterlin, 
(Maruice Boutain) and Charles (Sanbreux) by Nibal Musa: "The Arab Media in 


the Defendant's Cage;" Date and Place of Interview not Given] 


[Text] Mayoud: ‘The Arabs have to renounce their differences 
so we can help them abroad." 


Bitterlin: "De Gaulle gave us some money and told us, ‘Begin 
first, and then arrange your affairs with the Arabs.'" 


(Boutain): "The Arab countries are incapable of carrying out 
effective Arab information." 


(Sanbreux): "What the Arabs sometimes ask of us can never be 
accepted by the western mind." 


The Participants 
Alain Mayoud 


* A deputy in the French parliament; a member of the Republican party~--President 
d'Estaing's party. 


* Vice president of the French-Arab Parliamentary League. 


* Vice president of the league of deputies of the ruling group: the French Democra- 
tic alliance. 


* President of the parliamentary league for French-Algerian Friendship. 
Lucien Bitterlin 


* President of the French-Arab Friendship Society. 


* President of the European Committee for cooperation between friendship societies 
with the Arab world. 











* Manager of the well-known French language monthly magazine, FRANCE, PAYS ARABES 
[France and the Arab Countries]. 


* A de Gaullist. 

(Maurice Boutain) 

* Co-president of the France-Palestine Society. 

* Vice president of the French-Arab Friendship Society. 

* Well-known attorney and member of the French Socialist party. 
Charles (Sanbreux) 


*Writer and journalist. He has a book that has been published recently: "France 
and the Arab Renewal." 


* Manager of the well-known French magazine, STUDIES IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 
which publishes the magazine, AL-FIKR AL-WATANI [National Thought], a magazine 
devoted to French-Arab relations. 





* A supporter of the ruling group. 


Can we hold our friends responsible for our mistakes? Can we ask our friends to 
do things in our interests that we ourselves do not do? Can we lay the blame 

for our errors and shortcomings on our friends who are working for us when we are 
not helping them or rather when we are somewhat apprehensive of them? 


Of course, not. 


This rhetorical introduction to a political--and a serious--subject may seem unneces- 
sary, but it will summarize in a few lines the status of our information effort 

as Arabs in this West whose affections we are trying to court so it can help us in 
our crucial questions. But we are not making any serious attempt in front of ann 
nemy who has mobilized all his capabilities, not only to abort all our attempts, 

but also to win over this West to its interests and to its spurious causes. Our 
situation is like that of a man who wishes to marry a beautiful girl who may not 

have any objections to the matter; but he holds himself aloof and he neglects 

her in the presence of a rival who courts her day and night and places everything 

he owns at her feet. Which one would she choose? 


This is not the first time that something about the Arab press is written abroad, 
and it will not be the last. Today, we are discussing this subject because our 
political and crucial causes are becoming more complex and more comprehensive, go- 
ing beyond our borders and our countries. [We are discussing this subject today] 
because more than any other time in the past we are turning to countries abroad, 
asking for 2id and assistance in solving these questions and initiatives towards 
their solution. 


AL-MUSTAQBAL invited a group of French citizens, who are interested in Arab- 
French friendship, to a round table discussion, not to debate them and burden them 
with questions, but rather to let them raise the questions they themselves wished 


Ly 








to raise, We wanted them to vent their grievances in our presence and in front 

of all the Arabs. We wanted to find out from them how they view us and how they 
view [our method] in dealing with our causes abroad. In this meeting we may help 
[ourselves] see another side of our own reflections. It is enough that we look in 
the mirror to see ourselves, our views and our thoughts. Is there anything that 
is more useful and more advantageous than coming into contact with the opinions 

of others and being guided by them for our causes, those causes for which we are 
working on the land of those people? 


It was natural for us to direct the question first to Deputy (Alain Mayoud). 


[Question] Some people are saying that we always find the same "French friends" 

at the various Arab cocktail parties that are held on the occasion of a national 
anniversary or the opening of an exhibition or at a reception for an official. 
These friends do not change. Is there an actual concrete effort [that is being 
made] or is the question, as they say, one of attending cocktail parties and making 
speeches? 


[Mayoud] And the proof is that you see us or some of us for the first time. 


[Bitterlin] It is important to 'now whether those who are making that statement 
want to see the same people or want to see new people and not see the "old" people. 
This is the business of the Arabs. But I believe that conditions did change sev- 
eral years ago and that we do now see an increasing number of French personalities 
who are joining the steady stream of those supporting the Arab cause. This is 
natural, and we are pleased about this. We are pleased because there is a French 
parliamentary league which includes deputies from all the political orientations-- 
the Communist party, the de Gaullists, the socialists, the French Democratic Alli- 
ance party. The members of this league meet, discuss matters of interest to French 
relations with the Arab world and come to an agreement about them. It is true 

that the number of supporters for the Arab cause or for the Arab causes has been 
small, but I believe that a change has taken place and that politicians in every 
political party realize the intereste and the benefit of such support for France. 
This benefit is also important for the Arab World. I do not believe that the num- 
ber of those friends has remained the same. [I believe their number] has increased. 


{[(Boutain)] As president of the French-Algerian Friendship Society for 2 years I 
wish to add to what Mr Biterland said. I have personal friendships with Algeria 
and with the Algerians. For some time I have been intensifying ny efforts for the 
Arab world. For some of us the question is sometimes one of time. For some time 
now I have been noticing that some of the friends who are deputies in the French 
parliament have been showing more and more interest in the causes of the Arab 
world and they have been working for those causes. 


I would like to add that you are right with regard to the question of cocktail 
parties, or that those who are raising that question are right. It is true that 
we mostly see the same friends, but if one is always seeing them, this means that 
they are true friends of all the Arab countries and all the Arab nations. At the 
same time one does find at these cocktail parties a number of persons whom I 

would not call friends of the Arab world. Those people have either business or 
other relations [with the Arab world], and they go especially to this or the other 
cocktail party given by one country or another according to their different rela- 
tions with the country in question. I cannot personally call these people friends 
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in the noble and real sense of the word, but our presence at these cocktail parties 
does mena that we are true friends of the Arabs. 


{Question} Attending Arab cocktail parties ie not an accusation! 


{[(Sanbreux)] What I can add to what has been said about this point is that the 
number of those who are being accused of solidarity with the Arab world in in- 
creasing every day, especially in the circles of the ruling majority and especially 
also in Giscard's circles. 


Our Arab Friends Are Wrong 


[Question] As its vice president, what does the French-Arab Parliamentary League 
do? What action do you think a French deputy can take for solidarity with Arab 
causes? 


[Mayoud) The spheres of action are numerous and varied. For example, I recently 
participated in two action days in Strasbourg, the seat of the European Parliament 
when Mr Khalid al-Hasan visited the parliament. There are work meetings and future 
scheduled discussions. I would like to make it clear that on the parliamentary 
level we do not always have to be the ones who request working meetings. In fact, 
this is up to Arab countries who find it necessary to present their points of view 
and to find out about the other points of view. This is especially true of the 
PLO and some other Arab countries that have to be more active and request these 
meetings and debates with us. And here let me turn the tables. The fault does 
not lie in the fault you found with us, but rather in the observation that you 
made about attending cocktail parties. Let me say that some of our Arab friends 
whom we perhaps wish to help do not ask us for sufficient help in an organized 
rational fashion as some other countries do. Those countries ask for our help in 

a very organized fashion with press campaigns, information campaigns and other 
kinds of campaigns. I am referring here to Israel which has a tremendous informa- 
tion and public relations organization. It has a special way with which it suc- 
ceeds in influencing some centers of power. 


With regard to what we do for the Arab world, let me give you another example. My 
colleague, the socialist deputy (Alain Vivien) organized a group to study the 
problem of the Western Sahara, and we went to visit the Polisario Front. Naturally, 
this did not please everybody, and it provoked our friends the Moroccans. And 

here I must explain that when we take some action in some direction, it is inevita- 
ble that we provoke this or the other country. This is a problem that we are 
facing. We want to help the Arab people, but we are thwarted by the regimes. The 
Arab people are one thing, and the Arab regimes another. Our visit to the Polisario 
was a risk--and I don't mean a physical risk, but rather a risk of another kind. 

I took a risk as vice president of the parliamentary league in the French Democratic 
Alliance, which is one of the two ruling parties. Such a risk was necessary 

because things have to move forward. 


[Question] As long as we are talking about parliament and about the parliamentary 
committees that have united in solidarity with the Arab world, can we find out 

how they work? Do these bilateral or public committees meet and share information 
and views about Arab questions among themselves? Do they take a unified position 
on those questions? 
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{Mayoud) There are numerous bilateral groups in parliament such as the French- 
Algerian Friendship League, the French-Iraqi Friendship League and the French- 
Tunisian Friendship League, etc. These committees take part in finding out about 
the country and supporting the common questions that country shares with France. 
But this does not always mean that the members of these leagues are truly commit- 
ted. But there is the general league, which is the French-Arab Parliamentary 
League whose activities include all the others. This league meets occasionally. 
When a certain delegation visits one country or another, or when we have a visitcr, 
we exchange views and we discuss them amongst ourselves. Recently we received 

the mayors of Nablus and Hebron. All this infuriated the anti-Arab circles, and 
we performed our duty to inform others. In the league of deputies to which I 
belong, I have been trying to convey and to carry through some things that are dif- 
ficult to carry through, especially those that are related to some countries 

that are said to be progressive, and I say progressive in quotations marks. These 
countries almost constitute a majority in the Arab world. For example, in the 
French Democratic Alliance to which I belong an international committee was formed 
not too long ago chaired by former minister Michel Poniatowski. Other committees 
have been formed. One of them concerns itself with the Middle East problem and 
with the questions of the Arab world. I belong to this committee. All this 

means that interest in the Arab world is increasing and becoming more organized. 


[Question] Do you believe that what you are doing in parliament and what the friend- 
ship societies are doing with the Arab world has yielded positive action and has 
changed French public opinion vis a vis the Arabs and the Arab questions? 


[Mayoud] The policy of the French government on the official level must be con- 
sidered. This is the policy that is directed by the president and that was planned 
by General De Gaulle. This policy is well-known for its respect and for its view 
of Arab questions. In the area of public opinion I believe that what the French- 
Arab Friendship Society is doing all over France and in most of the French cities 
is having an effect in changing the minds of some public opinion sectors. Activi- 
ties that provide information about the Arab world and support its causes are 
beginning to take place in cities that had not experienced any such activity 
before. But this does not mean that the problem has come to an end. It rather 
requires constant action. I am hoping here that the Arab nation and our Arab 
friends will be able to come to an agreement on their basic questions about which 
they have disagreed for year and years. This would help us change the points 

of view of French public opinion because we, who are interested in the Arab world 
and committed to solidarity with it, cannot do everything alone. I am hoping that 
the Arab countries will become more dynamic and take advantage of this situation. 
Something happened 2 or 3 years ago: people's eyes turned towards the ‘> veld, 
and interest in it and in understanding its causes increased. This is a Ve 
point, but it is not enough. French public opinion through the French press a8 
only problems among the Arab countries and inside those countries. This creates 
climates in which working for the Arab causes is difficult. In addition, there 

is the confusion that occurs in French public opinion and especially among ordin- 
ary, uneducated French citizens who make no distinction between the Arab worker 
and immigrant, who has problems and difficulties just like everybody else, and the 
Arab in general. It is this that is making the mission essential and urgent so 
that French public opinion, which sometimes appears to be poisoned by some agencies 
of the press or the media, can be enlightened. This press seems to be guided by 
some countries--he was referring to Israel. 
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{(Sanbreux)] The problem of ignorance about the Arab people and about the identi- 
ty of the Arab person is the basic problem. A short time ago | heard a commentator 
on one of the radio stations saying that the Islamic Summit represented 700 million 
Arabs, thereby confusing [slam with the Arabs and confusing the non-Arab Muslia 
African countries with the Muslim Arab countries. The fact is that had it not been 
for the Iraqi-Iranian war, many people would have continued to confuse the Persians 
with the Arabs and to consider Iran an Arab country. Everyone knows chat some 
French newspapers like FRANCE SOIR do not hesitate to state that all those who have 
oil are Arabs. Whenever OPEC takes measures to raise prices, we find the headlines 
of these newspapers stating that the Arabs had raised the price of oil, thereby 
ignoring the fact that there are numerous non-Arab countries who have significant 
oil resources. I believe that there is poor information and that such information 
is sometimes [provided] deliberately to disparage the Arabs. This is what the 
Zionist lobby is doing. And there is also some ignorance. French people, like 
many Europeans, do not know the Third World well in general, and they do not know 
the Arab world in particular. Therefore, a kind of struggle is taking place to 
acquaint the French people with the Arab world. This is the role that the friend- 
ship societies have with this world because, unfortunately, the French government 
has not adopted a new information policy comparable to the policy it has adopted 
vis a vis the questions of the Arab world. The French government is adopting a 
good policy towards the Arab people, but it has somewhat forgotten or neglected 

to inform French public opinion [about it]. This is the role of the friendship 
societies which are considered intermediaries between the French and Arab peoples. 


[Question] People talk about the Zionist lobby in the United States, and Mr 
(Sanbreux) talked about the Zionist lobby in France. What do you think about an 
Arab lobby that would be set up in France? Would you approve of this idea and 
would you work for it? Would you join this lobby? 


[Bitterlin] I believe that this term, lobby, is unacceptable everywhere. The 
centers of power that we see in the United States, as well as those few that 

we have sometimes seen in France, yield no benefit. In fact, they hurt their pro- 
ponents politically or otherwise. What is important as far as the French people 
are concerned is to see the benefits that manifest themselves in a policy of 
friendship and cooperation with the Arab people. The situation in 1981 is differ- 
ent from that in 1951; that is 30 years ago. It was different even 10 years ago. 
In 1981 we are even closer to the Arab world. This Arab world with its Middle 
Eastern part and its North African part is neither known nor appreciated. The 
Arab world today is a very close partner of Europe. I am also saying that despite 
our chauvinism the idea of an Arab-European dialogue is beginning to meet with 
acceptance. There is a struggle between the powers in this universe. On the one 
hand there are the developing countries, which are the countries of the Third 
World, and on the other hand there are the producing and exporting countries. The 
more time goes by, the more established becomes the idea that Europe must comple- 
ment the Arab world and the African countries. 


However, in this respect we are still victims of the past and we are still bearing 
its burdens. France and the European countries used to be colonialist powers in 
the Arab countries and in Africa. What is important now is to overcome this image 
and to forget the past. This is important because many of us have this past im- 
printed on our memory. [Our] memory and our ideas must be liberated from these 
old images. The same thing can be said about our Arab partners who lived under 
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colonialism for a long period of time and who continue to have images in their 
minds about it. The existence of the two superpowers' new colonialism is to be 
taken into consideration. The United States is well aware of the value of the 
Arab world and what that world stands for as far as it is concerned. It was this 
that forced some U.S. politicians to say, "The Arab-European dialogue will not 
take place as long as we are on the scene." The Soviet Union is also playing 

a significant role in Africa. 


I believe that what is important in such climates is respect for the mutual in- 
dependence of each party. As Europeans we must also admit that our partners are 
masters on their own land. This would make mutual cooperation possible. However, 
this is not as easy as it seems. Memories of thewar in Algeria and Morocco still 
linger in the minds of French people, but this is a problem of many years and it 
will have to come to an end. The Arabs on their part are presently interested in 
not missing the boat. I mean that supplementary cooperation will have to take place 
and that we must look to the future. If this cooperation does not take place, 
there will be a clash. The significant problem in the matter of the dialogue be- 
tween the Arab world and Europe is the Palestinian problem. We in Europe are in- 
clined to forget that we are responsible for this matter to a very large extent. 
Although this is one of the emotionally charged subjects, we have not yet reached 
a solution to it despite our responsibility. 


[Question] But have the European countries begun to realize the importance of the 
Palestinian problem? 


[Bitterlin] The decision makers have; but public opinion does not quite realize 
the importance of this problem. This is our work as friendship societies, and it 
is also the work of information. Europe in 198. is not the same as Europe in 
1960. Europe now has a much greater role that it must play. It is possible for 
Europe in the next few years to have an important role that would prepare it to 
establish a just and lasting solution to the Palestinian problem. 


[Sanbreux] It is true that all the European coutnries have begun to take an 
interest in the Palestinian problem and to realize its importance, and this is 
good. But what is required is that they take action and work. So far everyone is 
aware of the problem, but none, except for France, has the will to work. This is 
because they know that action and work in the area of the Middle East implies 
working--I do not say against—'opposite" the Americans. I believe that the whole 
problem of European action lies here. The question that is being raised is this: 
Do the Europeans have the will to undertake an independent, European political 
action in the Midd’«> East, or will they continue to be fearful of arousing the anger 
of the United States? I believe that there has to be a European initiative in the 
Middle East even if this initiative were to arouse the anger of the Americans. 
Europe has a historical role that it must play independently and honorably. It 
has an opportunity, and it must take advantage of it even if that were to anger 
the Americans. This is what Kissinger has already understood quite well. It was 
for this reason that he had tried to delay the Arab-European dialogue. The Euro- 
peans must be courageous. 


[Boutain] I wish to elaborate on what the friends said, and I want to go back a 
little. Deputy (Mayoud) said that French policy vis a vis the Arab world was a 
good policy. I believe that it is a relatively good policy. The fault I find 
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with the Biyeees policy towards the Aveb world te thet thie peltey te planned te 
« levee extent only te the Elysees, and thie te why Li be fet fully communioeted 
to Freneh public 


[\Question| Be you geen thet he unileterally= personel iy= draws wp thie poliey and 
that the pelley dees eet represent the gowermment's and the parliament's point 
ef view? 


|Geoutein! | mean thet the polley ble set communicated te the Preneh le through 
parliament end throwgh whet te wery lpertent 1 televielonr. ie hee 
been fellewed by and hee freeulied in i 
view the Avrabe through |the image of! 
and through ofl om the other When the Premeh Prime Minteter Raymond barre explains 
the current Preneh economic cfiete, he doee ee in terme of of) and ee does Preneh 
television. A short while age French telewlelen epoke about the Arab world whieh, 
according te Preneh televieien, wae producing 60 pereent of the world’s efi, This 
figure ie 100 pereent imeorrect. What te euriows te that the other of!) producing 
cowntilees eweh ae Mesico, Sigerte and othere are newer criticised Dieeussione 
about ofl are aiwaye tied te the Arabs, And thus the setion that it te the Arabs 
who are reeponsible for the high prices of o11 te imprinted im the einde of Prench 
public opinion. hie te a6 ebnorme) Gedie problem, and the government in Prance 

is reeponeible fer it. 








(Question) Dees thie @ean thet the Premeh media are directed by the estate’ 


|Goutein) | beliewe that a6 far a6 telewieieorn ie concerned, there ie 4 tendency 
te let it go what it wente te de in thie direction. Thie conduct @eane that direr- 
tions are set owt thet seet to attribute the cause of the french economic erisic 
te ofl and te the Arab cowmtries. Thie te whet | eean when | Gay that French poli- 
ey i¢ good for the Arabs in the politicos! epeeches, but that in fact it is aot Ge, 


(Question! Simee we've come te the subject of the Premch @edia, it te being said 
thet thie media or + mejor portion of the media are controlled by Zienies. What 
de you thisk abort that’ 


|\Rowtein) Thie ie true with regard te @ qumber of rightiete or leftiete sewepapers. 
but what remaine to be seid ie thet eithough the estate ie sot responsible for the 
copduct of newepapere, it ie reeponsible for the conduct of television which ie 
comtrolled totally) by the geowernment | wowld add that sccurete information is 
aboent sot only in sewepapere. television end in parliamentary and public opinion 
circles, but it ie aise sheent among Premch business men who are told that their 
contracts with the wealthy Arebe will yield enormous profite. Thie causes meny of 
the contreete te fail because of the high prices thet are requested by the French 
buelneccomen 


There i¢ 4 wery important problem thet pertaine to the Palestinian question. it 
ie true that television doce from time te time show some filme about thie question, 
but whenewer the reeictance Goes something, it ie comeidered terrorist action and 
the freasome and motives for it are sot analyeed Thie heppene in the media and 
eepeciaily om telewision. At the eame time we watch and hear everyday on the same 
television (eet! sewe showt what ie happening in Afghanistan and news shout the 
freedom fighters. Why éc they ase the terme, freedom fighters and 

t 40 aot eee these terme in relation to the Palest iniane’ 











Why dees the French press speak about the terror that the Americans encountered in 
ivan, but dees fot speak about the terror that the Palestinians are encountering 
in lereei’ | traveled recently with — delegation to the ooeupied Arab land where 
we stayed 6 daye to find out the truth about the situation, We realised that 
lefee! wae trying to set iteelf up there by carrying out 4 cultural massacre and 
that it wae trying to Kill the Palestinian spirit, Ne one in our presse condemned 
thie attempt, Ne one here speake about the occupied West Bank; thie area is rather 
ealied Judes and Samaria, Ne one talke about the Arab political prisoners in 
lereel, but peaple deo talk about the political prisoners in Argentina, ete. 


|\Quesetion| Wheat in your opinion a8 French [eitisens|) are the means for dealing 
with euch @edie bias’ Does thie mean that the government in France is double- 
faced’ 


|Beutein| Telewision! Television! French public opinion is greatly affected 

by television, If the administration in France does not decide to change matters 
in Treneh television, ite policy supporting the Arab world will not reach the broad 
elireies of publte opinion, 


iMayeud) | would like to explain here that the prese and the media in our country 
are free. it ie true that the directore of television stations are appointed by 
the state, but the correspondents are free. However, this does not deny the fact 
thet we have 4 great deal of work to do especially in public opinion circles. But 
the Arabe @uet help we and epurn their garginal dieputes, such ae that dispute 
which oecurred over the Arab Worid Inetitute whose establishment in Parie ie being 
plarned 


|\Question| How can the Prench-Arab Solidarity Society, which is the largest and 
the oldest soctety on the french scene work in the midet of these climates of 
Arab dieputes’ 


(Bitteriin) Arab dieputes serve the interests of Zioniem and ierael. Despite their 
different tendencies the Jews get together to support lerael, but the Arab community 
is tetelly absorbed in ite probleme and ite crises. We are not criticizing these 
countries for their dieputes and their relations with each other. We do not wish 

to give the Arab cowntries lessone despite the fact that these disputes interfere 
with owt work for these same countries. As guch as that is possible we do not in- 
terfere in Arab domestic affaires. (However), Arab disputes constitute 4 major 
prebiem that is impertent for we. We have sometiaes been asked by thie party or 

by thet country to sympathize with it against another party or another country. 

the Areb cowntfies @ust realize that they @uet write to confront the enemy. 


Regarding the question of information abroad i wish to say that our Arab friends 
and partwere do fot pay 46 @uch attention to information ae they should. This 
my be because our Arab friends do sot realize the importance of Europe in any 
possible solution to the Middle East problem. Arab information is not good, and 
the Arabe responsibility for that te greater than we think. The fact that the 
iremeh @edia Go not support ihe Arabe disturbe the ‘rench government considerabiy 
because thie gowerament relice on files it compiles from public opinion circles. 
if pwbiic opinion is sot whited in selidarity with the Arabs, this greatiy die- 
teurbe the state when it takes 4 political position on the side of the Arabs. 





[\Question| But does this mean that Arab information abroad ia nonexistent and 
that the Arabe did not convey the battle with Larael outside the bordera of the 
region, not even via information? 


{Bitterlin) This is an extremely important and sensitive question. lerael is 
making ite living on the Jewish diaspora abroad through publicity and information, 
through soliciting financial contributions or through obtaining weapons. But 

the Arabs have not been convinced that the batcle had to be shifted abroad and that 
the peychological weapon, that is the media weapon, had to be used. Hence, 

on the one hand, the power of Arab information abroad is negative and nonexistent 
because of the probleme within the Arab community; and, on the other hand, because 
the Arabe themselves are not convinced that they have friends abroad who are 
neither Arabs nor Muslims but who, (nevertheless), work for them and for their 
national intereste. 


|Queetion) What in your opinion is the secret behind this position or this Lack 
of concern? 


[Bitterlin) lt may be because they do not know what is happening abroad. And 
thie is wrong because in thie |day and) age we cannot stay away from what is hap- 
pening in the world. Everything that happens in any country in the world concerns 
all the countries everywhere. The Arabs have withdrawn within themselves and have 
not yet been receptive to the outside world. Let use say that they did not study 
[the outside world) well and adequately. How can they play a role abroad? The 
Arab countries gust make an effort in this outside information field. Their role 
must not be confined to the investments they undertake. 


[Question] How can the Arabs play this role and what in your opinion is the 
meane for that? 


|Bitterlin] Im numerous discussions about Arab information in Europe we have 
already considered the ways that can be followed to achieve that end, and our friends 
know that. The least that is required is that the Arab ambassadors provide infor- 
mation to French and foreign correspondents. French correspondents have been 
eriticized, and probably rightly so, but people must not believe that all French 
correspondents have ties with Israel. A correspondent who wants to carry out his 
mission faithfully and who goes to the Arab countries to do a feature or to look 
for information does not find this information, whereas if that [same] correspon- 
dent were to go to lerael, he would find all the information and all the facili- 
ties (he wants), and he would be received with considerable interest. We exper- 
ienced this especially during the 1973 war. Western correspondents had no informa- 
tion from the Arab side during the war, whereas they were being overwhelmed with 
information and pictures from the Israeli side. 


When a French or a foreign correspondnet goes to meet an Arab leavler or official, 
he cannot do so under suitable circumstances such as those he would find in other 
countries such as israel. Israel even velcomes those journalists who oppose it, 
whereas the Arab countries in most cases do not even welcome those journalists 
who support then. 


There is another point that is also extremely important. When we see how the news 
from some Arab |news! agencies is wratten in French and then sent to the French 
presse and to others, we realize th.t such news is not publishable in the western 


press. 








1 oa aleo saying that when an leraeli official comes to Paris, television is made 
available to him and he te given the opportunity to respond to questions. Some~ 

times Arab officials do not do that and do not request [such a forum) or [if they 
do}, they do eo under very poor conditions. 


The principal and the urgent point that must be looked into and considered is 

that of changing the kind and method of Arab information #o ae to adapt it to the 
western media, A few well-intentioned people have been disappointed and have 
withdrawn because of this problem, and especially some journaliete who were not 
anti-Arab but who were not able to work under normal conditions. I believe that 
all these matters must be reconsidered. It ie true that some western journaliste 
did visit Atab countries or some Arab officials and that they did make some 
eritical remarks, but our Arab friends have to underetand that French or European 
public opinion cannot trust us or any western journalist who does not criticize. 
This is natural, | would tell our Arab friends: Perhaps you criticize the western 
or the French media because of their stance on your [cause], but the French media 
criticizes the French government. We have criticized General De Gaulle himself; 
we've criticized Pompidou and the current president d'Eetaing. The French media's 
eriticiem of the Arabs must be accepted so that positive things can be carried 
through. If the Arabs do not allow French journalists to work under highly profese- 
sional conditions and if they do not make their work easy or if they do not at 
least select friendly and objective journalists, we will not be able to achieve 
positive action in our country for the Arab people. And I have many examples of 
this. 


[Question] Like what, for example? 


{Bitterlin) Correspondents from (France en Terre) radio or from French television 
have requested interviews many times with the leaders of Arab countries, and they 

were not able to get these interviews, whereas Israeli politicians or the lIeraeli 

prime minister respond immediately to these requests. in fact, they are the ones 

who request the interviews, and they respond to all the questions. 


[Sanbreux|) What [my] colleague (Bitterlin) said ie true. I would add that the 
Arab countries lack the qualified cadres to carry out these tasks. This is mostly 
the reason behind this lack of information. These countries are young countries, 
and, unfortunately, there are not many people there who know what is happening 

in the West. The Arab countries sometimes believe that the condition of the press 
in the West is like that of their own press. Of course, that sicuation is com- 
pletely different. I believe that the Arab countries would gain and benefit a 
great deal if they were to find out more about the truth and the status of the 
western press. There are, for example, some speeches that are carried through in 
the Arab press but that cannot be carried through in the western press. 


|[Boutain} I would like to go back to a question that has already been raised: 

that is, the responsibility of the French government towards French public opin- 
ion. This government must not blame economic problems on oil, that is, on the 
Arabs. (he statement must be made that the cause of unemployment which France 

is experiencing is not the presence of Arab workers in our country, but rather 
another reason which is well-known. Quite the contrary, public opinion must be 
made to understand that the departure of those workers would mean that our fac 
tories and our production would come to a standstill. With regard to the Palestin- 
ian question, the French government has to proivde itself with courage, and it has 
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to condemn lerael and ite policy which seeks to destroy Palestine. The lack of 
courage also applies to the political parties, The reason for this lack of cour- 
age is the exigencies of the elections, 


[Question] What do you think about what Mr Biterland said and the criticiems he 
directed at the Arab countries? 


{Boutain] IL support everything that my colleague (Biterland) said. We said 

that with great courtesy and moderation. 1, however, do say that the Arab coun- 
tries are incapable=-yes, | am using the word incapable=--of making a real effort 
and of providing adequate Arab information to inform French and European public 
opinion about the reality and the questions of the Arab countries. There ie some- 
thing which they call information, but that ite in fact poorly devised publicity 
which cannot be used to affect Western public opinion. 


[Question] But there are some good efforts that cannot be denied! 


(Boutain] There are many possibilities. We talked about lobbying. 1 don't 

like to use that term, but I am saying that there are numerous correspondents and 
information officers who are friends of the Arabs. And there are other objective 
correspondents who can present Arab questions objectively. But none of the 

Arabe is helping them. The French-Arab friendship societies are not getting 
enough support. What is required is not that one be charged [with the task of | 
promoting this or the other country, bu" rather that one consult with that country 
about the dissemination of information and news and helping it increase the circu- 
lationof its magazine so that it would become more widespread and become as impor- 
tant as AL=-MUSTAQBAL is on the French level. Although the Arabs lack the cadres 
to publish their information in the West, thie information can be published by 
friendship societies that have the specialists and the experts; the information 
can also be published through various activities. An artistic Palestinian troupe 
visited France recently at the invitation of some friends, and it visited some 
cities. But its visit was not adequately organized. The troupe could have visited 
a greater number of cities, and it could have held shows and [participated in] 
discussion groups in schools and universities. 


|\Question| A French media official told use once that he sometimes feels that he 
ie working for the Arabs and for their cause inspite of them. He feels that he 
is the one who has the cause, and that he is the one who is trying to persuade 
the Arabs. 


[Boutain] When | visit Beirut, Cairo, Morocco or even the occupied lands from 
where I have recently returned, | sometimes get the feeling that the Arabs believe 
that people abroad know everything about them and about their causes. tow do you 

xpect us to know [all this) if you do not tell us? Some Arabs say that their 
cause is a rightful and a just cause and that there is no need to inform others 
about it and ask for assistance. I say this with regret; thie is 4 simple equation: 
on our side there is inadequate knowledge, and on the Arabs’ side there is inade- 
quate information. This is the situation at the present time. 


[Question] But the situation is not that bad, [is it)? 
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{Hitterlin}] Lt would like to give |you) an example, Vor the past 3 or 4 years 
there has been what is called "1? hours for lerael." Thie is a demonstration that 
involves the different french squares and provinces ae well ae the presse and the 
agencies of the media, All the Zioniet societies and organisations take part in 
organizing thie demonstration which causes considerable clamor and broad reactions 
every year. Five million French france are epent to publicize thie event. 


We suggested to our Arab friends 4 years ago that we organize a world week in Paris 
about the Arab world, This would be 4 tremendous demonstration that millions 

would attend=-exhibits, folklore, discussions, movies, books, touriem, records, 
commercial and cultural relations, ete. For 4 years we have been struggling, and 
ao far we have not been able to realize thie project because of the Arab league 

and the Arab embassies have not yet made a decision or have not allowed use to 
realize (thie project). This meane that these agencies do not believe that such 

a demonstration would succeed and that it would be positive. The idea is postponed 
year after year because of the funding. But we believe iniite importance, in 

its positive [contributions] and in ite effectiveness. 1 am certain that if it 

is held, it will bring together 200,000 participante and visitors. Finally, let 

me make a comment on all this: the Arabs have not yet realised the importance of 
the battle that is .aking place outeide their land. 


[Question] As a representative in the French parliament, don't you believe that 
‘Arafat's visit to France and his meeting with President d'Eetaing would have 
changed many matters and would have removed from people's minds in some French pub- 
lic opinion sectors the image that has been imprinted in them about ‘Arafat being 
the leader of a terrorist organization, which is what the Zionist circles are 
spreading around?’ 


|[Mayoud| I was in favor and I still am in favor of Mr Yasir ‘Arafat's vieit to 
France and of him being received officially by President Valery Giscard d'Estaing. 
But thie is a double-edged sword, and conditions have not permitted the realiza- 
tion of the visit. 


[Boutain|] But through the press the Zionist lobby in France was able to persuade 
some people at that time that it was because of the Zionist lobby that ‘Arafat was 
prevented from coming to France. It is unfortunate that neither the government 
nor the Elyeee Palace responded to these allegations, and thie convinced some 
people that they were true. 


|Question| I would like to convey to you thie image quite openly: Some Arabe-~-- 
and they are 4 @inority=--are saying that you are being paid by the Arabs. How 
would you respond to this accusation’ 


|Bitterlin|] Some Arab countries have not yet paid the cost of their commercial ad- 
vertisements in our magazine, and they have not done so for 4 long time. Some 

of them do not pay the subscription fees for our magazine which they requested 

and which we send them regularly. 


\ military or 4 media war requires ftinancial means aiso. france or the French 
peopie Go not have to pay out of their own pockets the costs of working for 

the Arab causes and for publicizing them. Thies is a well-known [principle]. The 
Prench-American friendship societies or the French-Soviet friendship societies 
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or others [like them) are financed by the United States and the Soviet Union and 
not by France, In turn, France finances the friendship societies abroad that 
are of interest to it and that work for it, This [practice] is well-known; it te 
normal and it ‘s to be found everywhere, 





1 will reveal 4 secret for the first time, When we established the French-Arab 
Friendship Society in 1967, General De Gaulle, who wae the president of the repub- 
lic then, gave us some money so we can begin our activities and he tole use, “Look 
into the matter of financial aid with the Arabs because they have considerable 
interest in subsidiging your activities.” 


But, unfortunately, it seeme that the Arabe did not understand or did not realize 
the importance of what we can do for their causes. For this reason our activities 
are tied to the financial conditions of our societies. The financial problem is 
the primary problem that we have been facing since our society was established 

14 years ago. To those who say that we are being paid, I say quite the contrary 
we are creditors. 


[Question] Is the office of the Arab League in Parise or are some of the Arab 
countries cooperating with you in the areas of information? 


{[Bitterlin}] There is cooperation with the Arab League and with Arab countries. 
We conduct our business through consultations and cooperation with everybody, but 
it ie the existing Arab disputes that are impairing and impeding our work. 


Let me give you an example. With regard to the problem of the Western Sahara the 
society refused to interfere and to take sides with one group against the other. 
The result was that both Algeria and Morocco stopped their advertising in our mag- 
azine. 


(Question] Is there cooperation between these numerous and various societies which 
include different Franch political currents? 


[Bitterlin] There are no probleme (in thie regard). There is full cooperation 
between us despite the fact that these societies include independents, rightists, 
leftists, moderates, communists and all [the other] French political trends. 


|Question] Do you have full freedom of action or do you feel somewhat like 
prisoners of the French official position on Arab poli ical questions? 


|Boutain) We are free to assume the positions that we think are appropriate, but 
thie does not mean that there is no agreement between our positions and the posi- 
tion of the governmen: which is relatively supportive of Arab questions, even though 
it lacks courage--as we have already said. For example, the World Day for Palestine 
was recently held in Paris at UNESCO (headquarters). Representatives from aii 

over the world spoke, but we did not hear 4 single word from France or from Europe. 


[Question] Can we offer an example of one of your concrete achievements in the 
area of Arab-French relations’ 


[Bitterlin|] There are numerous examples, and the Arabs know this quite well. 
in 1971 we, the friendship society, acted as intermediaries between the PLO and 








the French Mindetry of Foreign Affaire in making the preliminary arrangementa fo. 
the official communications between the two parties. These communications and 
efforts that took place through ue led in 1975 to opening a diplomatic representa- 
tion office for the organization in France. 


| would add that we can do much for the Arabs if our Arab friends were to have 
more confidence in ue and in what we do. 


[Question] Do you believe that there is a crisis of confidence on the part of 
the Araba? 


{[Bitterlin) There is a problem in all cases. We are neither Arabs nor Muslins. 
The Arabs often ask why we are helping them and why we are supporting them. 

This may be because they have grown accustomed to find that only enemies are around 
them. Therefore, they find it strange to find friends [around them), especially 
when there are no Arabs among those friends. 


|(Boutain)| This is an important and a sensitive subject. Every time | meet some 
Arab friends they tell me, “Are you still working for the Arabs dospite all the 
difficulties and disturbances that they themselves cause?" And I wonder, does this 
mean that the Arabs do not have confidence in themselves and that, accordingly, 
they do not have confidence in their foreign friends? 


What is required ie an increase in assistance and cooperation on the part of che 
Arabe themselves. for years we have been thinking about publishing a special and 
a decorous issue of our magazine about Palestine to which senior correspondents 
would contribute. We would print 100,000 copies, and these would be distributed 
to French physicians, attorneys and other (professionals). But we have not been 
able to do eo because of the lack of aid, unfortunately, financial aid. 


[Bitterlin] Under these conditions that we have adquately presented, we are conr- 
tinuing to work for the Arab causes. These conditions did not cause us to lose 

our faith in these causes because the problem is not merely a problem for the Arab 
people and the French people, but it is rather a problem that deals with the human 
being as a whole. Friendship between the Arab and French peoples must be strength- 
ened, and cooperation between them must be established for progress and peace. 


The Friendship Societies 


There are numerous societies. The general societies deal with the Arab world as 

a whole and as specific countries. The bilateral societies sare those that exist 
between France and one of the Arab countries. In general, there is a bilateral 
friendship society with most if not all of the Arab countries. The most important 
and the most effective of these organizations are [the following]: 


The French-Arab Friendship Society. 


The European Committee for Cooperation between the Friendship Societies with 
the Arab world, (BURABIA). 


The France-Palestine Society. 


The Medical French-Palestinian Society. 








The Parliamentary League for French-Arab Friendship. 

The Parliamentary Committee for European-Arab Cooperation. 
The World Christian Congress for Palestine. 

The National Alliance for Palestine. 


The French-New Lebanon Society. 


8592 
CSO; 4802/540 


58 








POLITICAL NETHERLANDS 


COMMENTATOR VIEWS POSSIBLE COALITION COP .ATIONS 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 18 Apr 81 p 7 
[Article by J.M. Bik: "The Voter Must Pay Attention] 


[Text] Then this Den Uyl may soon become an ordinary minister in a Van Agt cabi- 
net? 


Well, so he said on KRO [Catholic Broadcasting Association] TV. But then, he 
went on to say, such a second Van Agt cabinet would have to pursue quite a dif- 
ferent policy from the first one. And that is logical, too, for he has always 
opposed that policy. 


But surely he only means that he may be willing to be a minister in a Van Agt cab- 
intet if the CDA comes out of the elections as the biggest party? 


Well, he did not say so, but it is probably true, for if the PvdA [Labor Party] 
comes out as the biggest party, he will, after all, want to be prime minister him- 
self. 


But if the CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal] winds up as the biggest party, surely 
it will not immediately want to pursue a completely different policy? Must the 
CDA then get rid of Van Agt and a lot of other ministers, or what does Den Uyl 
mean? 


In any case he does not intend for the PvdA to get rid of him; he said that just 
last week on the VARA [Workers Radio Amateurs Association]. 


Since when has this Van Agt been so underrated as Den Uyl says, and since when 
have his great gifts been generally unrecognized in the leftist parties? 


That can only have been so for a few years, for in the preceding cabinet Den Uy] 
and Van Agt as prime minister and vice prime minister always sat side by side, so 
that it must have been different then. But I do not think Den Uyl himself was 
speaking with retroactive effect! 


What are we talking about,anyway? Surely Den Uyl's first priority is a leftist 
majority cabinet of PvdA, D’66 [Democrats 166), PPR [Political Party of Radicals], 
and PSP [Pacifist Socialist Party]? 


Yes, that is so, and that is constantly advertised to the voters, too. 
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And so that different policy can come about entirely without the CDA and hence 
without Van Agt, too? 


No, not really, for D’66 does not favor such a completely leftist coalition; the 
Democrats want first of all to govern with the PvdA and the CDA, 


Then do they not know that in the PvdA? 

Yes, they do, but perhaps they hope that not all leftist voters know it. 
Then they more or less take some voters for fools? 

No, you must not describe it in such homey terms; that is called strategy. 


Then really the question after the elections will again be largely whether the CDA 
is willing to govern with the PvdA and D’66, and in that case who can be prime 
minister? 


Yes, but there will also be the question of what price the smaller of the two big- 
gest parties must pay. If the PvdA comes out of the ballot box somewhat smaller 
than the CDA, a prime minister's post for Den Uyl would probably cost quite a lot, 
both with regard to the personal composition of the cabinet and with regard to the 
government program. Whether Van Agt then becomes a minister or not, it will cost 
the PvdA a lot of nice people and things. And cause great distress anong the 
voters who would really much rather have had a leftist cabinet. 


If the CDA winds up somewhat smaller, it will be much simpler all round for the 
Pvd especially as in that case the CDA presumably will not again be in a posi- 
tion to form a majority coalition with the VVD. 


But what about the PvdA's issues; surely in that case the nuclear power plants 
will have to be closed and the cruise rockets will not be stationed in the Nether- 
lands? 


Well, those points are negotiable in the cabinet formation. 


Then the nuclear power plants will still be running and the cruise rockets will 
probably come a little later? Even if we later say "no" to them? 


Oh, those points are not all that negotiable, although there may be a little "up- 
dating" necessary or they may have to be placed in a "sidelight," as happened two 
cabinet formations back. 


The PvdA's purchasing power guarantee for the minimum income people--is that just 
like a guarantee at the corner grocer's? Or is that reailv, as in the case of the 
CDA, just an effort to maintain that group's purchasing power? 


No, that is a guarantee, although of course, as Den Uyl said just this week, no 
one is held to the impossible. 


But in that case would it not be better to use a word other than guarantee? 


No, for then you would be doing the same thing as the CDA, and the voters would 
not understand anything about it. 














llow does it stand now with the Dutch nuclear weapons missions; according to the 
YvdA they must be unilaterally gotten rid of in the next 4 years, 4 to 5 if neces- 
sary, but in such a way thet something of the kind happens in other European coun- 
tries, is that not right’ 


Yes, that is right, but not entirely right. 
How so? 


Well, if other European countries do not follow our example, we must get rid of 
the nuclear weapons missions just the same. 


Then that is really a sort of international issue, arguable but unalterable? Would 
they understand that abroad? 


So far they have not, but that is their problem, not ours. 


To take up something entirely different, a national cabinet such as Wiegel is ad- 
vocating on behalf of the VVD--would that not be something? Then we would be free. 
of all the quibbling that some call politics, would we not? 


Yes, but then there would have to be a national cabinet without the PvdA, for it 
will not govern with this VVD [People's Party for Freedom and Democracy]. Or else 
without the VVD, for it will not govern with this PvdA. 


Wiegel is surely not thinking of a national cabinet without the VVD. So in fact 
what he wants is a cabinet something like the present one, reinforced with D’66? 


He does not put it that way, but you might think that, if it were not for the fact 
that D’66 is not willing to govern with CDA and VVD. Now 1D’66 is willing to govern 
with PvdA and VVD, i.e. a sort of national cabinet less the CDA, but PvdA and VVD 
in turn will have none of that. 


I still find it difficult to see what the elections are really about, for you hear 
on all sides that it is not going so well, do you not? 


The elections will decide on the collapse or the survival of the Netherlands, Den 

Uyl said the day before yesterday on VARA. If that is so the choice should not be 
difficult, but as a voter you do need to be somewhat on your guard. Begin paying 

some attention during the next 5 weeks. 


8815 
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POLITICAL NETHERLANDS 


PROBLEM OF HOUSING SHORTAGE, SQUATTERS C  .INUES 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 16 Mar 81 p 13 


[Article by Hermann Bleich: "Axiom: Minimize Political Consequences. The Dutch 
Authorities Still Don't Know What To Do About the Squatters."] 


[Text] The Dutch authorities’ youth policies have failed because the seriousness 
and the relationship of the problems of housing shortage, youth unemployment, drug 
addiction and crime have been underestimated far too long. Flagrant injustices 
have continued to be rampant, in spite of protests: At a time when in Amsterdam 
60,000 names are entered on the urgency list of the housing authorities, while, 
because of speculation, thousands of houses in the city are standing empty, for 
years on end, it is inadequate in all respects to hold fast to a moderate housing 
program with 1,700 new homes being built per year, without giving up on expensive 
prestige structures, such as a new opera house, on the side. The unimaginative 
concept of youth policies which try to cope with the problems at the traditional 
snail's pace has not worked. 


It has worked even less since developments have themselves taken a new direction. 
Today's housing shortage, 35 years after the war, can be explained to a consider- 
able extent by drastic changes in people's concepts and life-styles. In general, 
young people have become more self-confident and independent, they demand their 

own home at an earlier age and they are also formally entitled to it. On the other 
hand, older people stay longer in their homes before they perhaps decide on a 

move to an old age home. Moreover, the number of divorces has risen considerably, 
and so, at the same time, has the demand for housing. Amsterdam, a city with 

two universities, is home for many young people who need living qu _rters. 


The other central problem of young people concerns unemployment. Within 1 year, 
the percentage of unemployed in Amsterdam has risen from 5 to 7.2 percent, so that 
20,000 people are now without work. The drug problem also remains unsolved, al- 
though in this area several remarkable relief experiments have been carried out, 
such as the establishment of a so-called catch-all coffeeshop for the addicted. 
With 42 heroin-deaths, Amsterdam set a sad record last year. As a consequence of 
the drug problem crime and teenage prostitution have spread. At the present, the 
pros and cons of a possible official compulsory treatment to break heroin users 

of their addiction is under lively discussion. 





But recently, the revolt of young home-seekers has been in the forefront. About 
10,000 house-occupiers, the squatters, have settled down in apartments which have 
been unoccupied for a long time. Often, women and children are among them, In 
clashes between young demonstrators and police, Amsterdam's inner city has fre- 
quently been turned into a battlefield, 


In confrontations with the squatters and their sympathizers, the police and con- 
stabulary have been using tear gas, clubs, and water hoses. Mounted police and 
armored vehicles, as well as dog teams have been put into action. Besides tear 
gas, they are using grenades with a mixture which causes nausea, vomiting, and 
dizziness, In these altercations the police's mobile special unit often deals 
harshly with young demonstrators. True, the authorities are trying to have 
police operations executed with a minimum of force to avoid unfavorable public 
reaction, But the real primiple behind it is not so much utilization of a mini- 
mum of force as it is reduction of political reaction to a minimum, 


The squatters are well organized. They feel morally justified because, as they 
say, the state's and the community's home construction policies have failed, 
while speculators are building or renovating expensive apartments and business 
premises and then letting them stand idle so that they rise further in value. 
Therefore, occupation is viewed as a means towards self-aid which is absolutely 
justifiable. 





The bizarre situation on the Amsterdam housing market constitutes the fertile soil 
for the squatter movement, which frequently finds sympathy for its actions among 
large segments of the pc>ulation. Even the authorities are convinced that there 
are intelligent young icralists among the squatters, but at the same time they 
also state that troublemakers have gotten into the movement to whom all that 
matters is to seek violent confrontation and to place anarchy into juxtaposition 
with democracy. These individuals and their methods do damage to the squatters’ 
real goals. 


| Amsterdam's city administration is realistic enough to realize that the answer to 

| the young people's challenge must be the construction of as many affordable rental 
units as possible for ordinary people. Confiscation of unoccupied houses is to be 
intensified as soon as the necessary legal authorizations are available. Stronger 
measures against speculators are deemed essential. The responsible authorities 
know that it is scandulous when apartment buildings are standing unnecessarily 
empty while the housing shortage cries out to heaven. 


9011 
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PUL Tica Wee 


SOXCLALIOT- LOPT PARTY CONDEESS OFPENE. SROOGURAGED 81 POL «© 
Poland, Afehehieten Are leeute 


jArticle by ALT Sb jbeeerh “Pretty Pleture Painting and Praud”™) 


Oe le ELACSRRAMNPOR if Seorwegien 17 Mar 81 p ? 


[fecerpts) The Soctallet=Left Party congress begine taday and 
will contiqve threwh Seadaey. The aein ieeue tadey wil! be the 
opening and debate on the pelitical situation beset on the 
goverament « political end ergeni¢ing report The reports and 
the debate will tell queh ahowt the party & wiewe an@ prefilc 
at the beginning of the eclertion campaign for the Storting 

The ELAGGPRAMPER hee looted behind the srenee of the Sor ialiet- 
Lett Party an@ ie able te bring ferth reperte that are full of 
co@metics, 'taud en@ fectua!l errere about the role of the 
Socialict=Leftt Party ie the pelitice! campaign 


The reperte are definitely set withewt eritics! remerte ahout the party's own com 
tribution an@ procedure ie the polities! report it save “thet the party's greatest 
weatnese ic ite @windling ability te enter tate the politica! @ewelogment if the 


worting « laee The perty’@ beee te he worting cleee te tee weet ane thie if 
tur® chetecterizes the party © Prieorities end ability to trenelete ite proer ate 
into prectice.” And the repert states further: 


"lt j¢ eoen for the party te €132 tate &@ wert Style that 6 tereet ieware ane gore 
aot teach the Gut ide it t@ eaew for beth the center of the party ané@ the party 
oreaeni*ations te slip iste 48 accepted an@ eeuse!) political celtere where 4!) the 
efforte hawe been comcentrated of election campaigns ané parliamentary bodice 
Therefore, many linke in the party fuemetiaon witheyt agereesivenece Party emwitor 


sent cam oftes work to shut owt Mepertent groupe ant many ofgaenigatione strugeic 
with « tathet eme-eided party setrectere.~ 


So quech fot self-criticiam which cae be bitter enough Gut the pretty picture that 

ie oeinted ehowe iteel! if the fanart ehout the comprrete ephere of activity 1 

ic at 11% woret in the peeeage —— the fighting if the lebor Gorement and the 
aliet=-Lett Pari : optfibetios te it 


dem 





Derife thie time cewere attacks have been directed towarde the labor soevement 's 
indopendeme, the stenderd of living and Fights gained, something to report te the 
tiade whlon committee of the Soctaliet=Left Party quite correctiy pointe out. 

There hee alee been wide fesistance in the labor movement against wore of these 
forward thruete, wet least of a1) when the LO/NAP-agreement (10: Norwegian Pedera- 
tion ef Trade Unions; NAF: Servegian teployers’ Association) was almost overturned 
Gurine the voting last year, hie te presented thee in the report: 


“Main Pointe of the Opposition” 


“Oppesition hae been brought forth in the labor sovement's own organ and the oppo= 
sition hee had ite @ain point in alliance with trade representatives with political 
background im the Seciallet=Left Party, the Labor Party, Norway's Communiet Party 
and the tadepemdent socialists On thie basie strikes and protests actions have 
been carried out ....” 


tader “Steda i Beree” it save: “The trade unionists in the Socialiet<Left Party 


cold play an important role in the etruggle against wage policy and the tightening 
policy alene with som-particans and the trade unionists in the Labor Party. 


Then the report cmphasizesthe initiatiwe “Solidarity in the labor sovement” which 
“contributed strongly to the woting reeuite” during the wage settlement. 


it ic trwe enough that many of the Soctalict<Left Party's trade unionists contributed 
to the trade epion struggle, beth in “BSelidarity in the labor sovement” and in other 
fields. Gut what the report kept quiet about is that the basic plan in the Socialist- 
Left Party, time and time again, hae turned against party<boes politice and followers 
of social democracy which the Seocialiet<Left leadership and the party's trade union 
committee hae stood for. 


Soc ialist=-Left and Poland 


One could @ention 4 series of other examples of questionable historical reporting. 
However, only the ewents in Poland and the Socisliet-Left Party will be briefly 
mentioned here. 


The Socieliet<Left Party saw it a6 “an important task to establish communications 
between Solidarity and the Norwegian trade-wrionists.” The Socialiet<-Left Party 
ot ganized « delegation of trade-wnioniets which wae 4 clear-cut party delegation. 
in another place it save that the Socialiet-Left Party “alone with Norwegian labor 
whions immediately contacted the pioneers in Solidarity and has been carrying out 
practical work to render support for building up the new labor organization, and 
to dewelop contact with the Rorwegian Pederation of Trade Unions.” 


Thie brought many delegations to Poland last fall. The first consisted of represen- 
tatives from, amore others, elewator imetallers, telephone installers, workere for 
the state liqguer monopoly, railroad workers and Holmenkollen train attendants. Ffroe 
thie came the initiatiwe that eo far hae given Solidarity 24 printing aachines. On 
the other hand, the Socialiet-Left delegation returned and told Norwegian trade 
ehioniets that Solidarity 414 eet want financial support aad they gentioned no 








aiternative either, Thus they created problems for actions of the hourly wage earn= 
ere that were about to begin. Practical resulte of the Socialiat=Left delegation's 
trip have been extremely emall, 


They did not establish communications between Solidarity and the Norwegian Federa~ 
tion of Trade Unione==<that was done a: is known by coworkers from the KLASSEKAMIEN 
with @ letter direct from Lech Walesa to the leadership. Lasse Jahnsen's servis « 
merit in thie has been hie refusal to launch a practical solidarity work in eooera- 
tion with labor union people who made up the firat delegation to Poland, 


Narrow-Minded Party Chauviniem 


it shows iteelf in a series of areas how party sectarian the So- 
claliet=-Left ts. Lete take the question of the Afghanistan work 
about which the report saye: 


“The Soviet invasion in Afghanistan was denounced hardest by the Socialist-Left from 
its earliest moments and the party participated regionally, all around the country, 
in 4 sumber of ali-party demone. cations ayainet the invasion. On the other hand, 
the ruling committee advised against party associations getting involved in per- 
manent Afghanistan-committees as other parties operate on a totally different plat- 
form than we.” 


Behold, it is a little bit of 4 program report for across the lines political work 
on concrete individual isevee: “If anybody works on any other premise than ours, 


leave them alone’ The subject matter of the issue iteelf is forgotten and what 
happens to the Socialist-Left solidarity and the invasion's victimes and opponents’? 


“AKP~<-le There Judgement?” 


it is literally comical to see what kind of excuses the authors of the reports 
have made in order to avoid mentioning the AKP(@-1) exists. 


-=Don't sentios them and perhaps the, will disappear seems to be their thinking. 

The quot«tion from the chapter on skilled laborerse--about opposition that “has had 
ite main point in the alliance of representatives of skilled laborers with polit- 
ical background in the Socialist-Left Party, the Labor Party and independent 
socialiste”=--is perhaps the most impudent. is there no represe: -ative in the Labor 
movement that supports AKP’? Have they not played an important enough part to be 
worthy of being mentioned in the campaigns the report describes. All who are up 

to date on the matter know what Socialiet-Left saye is fraud, and we know that such 
nhartow-ninded @aneuvere aleo cause reactions within the Socialiat-Left organization. 


In the report from | May the Socialiet-Left leadership comes close to having to 
admit that in fact there are leftist powere next to the Socialiet-Left: 


“...I® @eny places the Socialiet<-Left had to take care of arrangements alone o% 
vith ether oppositional leftist powers.... 








increased Support in Polls 
Delo ARBELDRABLADIT in Norwegian 12 Mar 61 p 3 


\Article by Kristin Moksnes: “Socialist-Left Congress Starts Today: Not Much Drama 
Expected" | 


[Text] tt ie a forward drifting Socialiet<Left Party that today 
gathers together for ite fourth regular national congress in the 
Folkets Hus, 


There is a great indication that the 200 delegates will spend 
four quiet and extremely undramatic daye at the meeting. We 
will hardly get a rerun of the national congress two yeare ago. 
Then the debate on the party's crises program appeared to be 
more of a debate on the party's own crises, 


There ie no crisis atmosphere to be detected today. Since the last national congress, 
tranquility has taken over at least on the surface. Six years after the assembly 
meeting the Socialiet=-Left Party has broadly speaking managed to “find ite soul.” 


But never in the short history of the party have national congresses been too pre- 
dictable. It is difficult to detect any strong and unambiguous opposition. But 
few will be surprised if various forme of dissatisfaction and criticien combined 
with the need to quarrel should suddenly break out. The party organ WY TID will 
then most likely be the chopping block as needed if that happens. 


Progress 


But the Gallup figures are good for the Socialist<Left Party, and the party leader- 
ship, of course, interprets this progress as support for the policy pursued by the 
party. 


if this tendency continues according to the polle, the two Socialist-Left represen- 
tatives in the Storting get company after the elections. 


The landslide success in connection with the “BC=-woting” in 1973 yielded 16 repre- 
sentatives for the Socialietic Electoral League. But the votere were absent during 
the difficult assembly process. The election in 1977 yielded support of 4.1 per- 
cent, but in 1979 the progress was insignificant. 


it was during the summer of 1980 that steady progress first began to be felt. The 
last opinion polis have indicated a 6-7 percent support for the Socialist-Left 
Party. 


The optimists in the party believe that the election will give them six new seats 


in the Storting. The likelihood of gaining seats is greatest in Sor-Trondelag, 
Hordaland and Hedmark; followed by Nord-Trondelag, Finnmark and Telemark. 
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Trouble?’ 


Aieo during the congress there will be confrontation between the pragmatiste and the 
dogmatiste who demand a clear front againet social democracy, And during discussions 
of family policy and oil policy eriticiam will be directed toward the fact that the 
leadership of the Socialist=Left Party ie too involved with abstract futuristic vie= 
tas and not what is happening on ground level and the practical everyday proble»« 


However, it will hardly turn into 4 tumultous meeting ae it did last time. The 
so-called Hedmark-guerilla and other former central critics of the party leaderenip 
have followed the mainstream and leaned more against the center of the party. 


Party Leader Weoe Socialists 
Oslo ARBELDERBLADET in Norwegian 12 Mar 81 p 3 


[interview with Berge Furre:” «<The Soctalist<Left Party and the Labor Party Must 
Tolerate Bach Other™| 


{Text] (Question) When the Socialiet<Left Party last held 4 national congress it 
turned into somewhat of 4 tumultous meeting. Will the daye ahead bring 4 tough job’ 


|Anewer| The party is now in 4 totally different situation. Last time we had demon- 
strating factions. We do not have that at this congress. The period after that 
congress has been 4 quiet period of consolidation and work. The Gallup figures are 
good and people lieten more to what we say. 


|\Question] And the Socialist-Left has agreed on who the arch enemy is’ 
[Anewer!)! That is the Conservative Party. 


[Question] Hae the distance to the Labor Party became greater of shorter since the 
last congresses’ 


|Anewer|) We gust tolerate each other. My goal is that the Socialist=<Left Party 

and the Lebor Party must learn to live with each other. It improved during the last 
Storting session. The Labor Party has stopped posing unreasonable cabinet quest ions. 
Relations between the parties have become more objective. But -* the same time, 

the distance between their views has increased during the last years in areas such 
as economic poiicy, housing policy, taxes and industrial policy. 


[Question|) You do net want to contique to be 4 guarantee for the Labor Party in 
the Sterting’ 


|\Anewer!] It is irrelewant to epeak about the government cooperation. Neither of 
the two parties is interested in general agreement in any form. But the Socialiset- 
left wills cooperate if there is basie for it Vatortunately it looks like the 
Labor Party attempts to solwe the capitalieti« .*' sis with more aarket economy, and 
thereby departs from the traditional social democratic principle. When we attack 
the Labor Party, it is because they lean too far over to the Conservative Party. 
Thorbiorn Jagiand ie right when he eave that this is the Labor Party's politica! 
problem. 
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[\Question| What is the stand of the Seetaliet=-Left tewards the “Gro-wave”? 


|Anewer) To be honest==!| was a little bit worried about the first Gallup figures 
after the change of prime @inisters. Bul How we see that the change ite going Over 
to the Conservative Party, That is excellent, 


[Question) Wow many Storting representatives will the Socialist=-Left have after the 
elections? 





|Anewer!] Gallup can be a8 changeable ae the thermometer in April. We do not antici- 
pate our victory in advance as do the Liberals. Sut six new seats are realistic 
according to the current opinion polle, 


[Question|] Have you given up being 4 large party’ 


|Anewer! The normal position of the Secialiet<Left ought to be about 10 percent. 
lt is going the right way. 


[Question] But the Socialist-Left is characterised as 4 young people's party, 4 
party for the successful people in their thirties’ 


|Anewer| Some of the successful people in their thirties have become 40. The prob- 
lem will be solwed if the young stay with us. 


|\Question| Hae the stamp of the middle-class become stronger’ 


|Anewer|) We are extending our base in the labor unions. Renovations in the labor 
movement must come from the labor unions. At the same time the Socialist-Left is a 
party for the so-called new groupe. That we are 4 party for both “the middie clase,” 
“new groups” and the traditional working-class does not lead to political contrasts 
as tar as we have detected up to now, 


The problem is more onthe linguistic lewel. At times the presentation of theoretical 
problems by the intellectuals and their speech pattern has dominated so that the 
working-class has not been able to identify with it. 


fut the problem is less now than for example at the assembly meeting. Then those 
who knew the most foreign words were the ones who gained. 


[Question] The Socialist-Left hae been critisized in connection with the nomination 
process. The workers were conspicuous by their absence’ 


jAnewer)] We don't worry about criticiem. But the distinctive character of officers 
has become 4 problem in all parties. Politics has become so demanding that indus- 
trial workers have easily been left out because they cannot take leave with salary. 


Breakdown into occupations has became 4 serious problem, especially for the labor 
parties. 


[Question] And you yourself? How long will you remain at the top of politics’ 
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lAnewer!] | am up for fFeeleetion at the national congress, But thie will be my ‘ent 
term. i will alwaye be invelved in politics but not a6 4 job. Seon I want to a! end 
© my profession, history. 


ideological Debate Downplayed 


Oslo ARBFIDPRALADET in Norwegian 13 Mar 81 p 7 
\Article: “The Socialiet-Left Party Finished With ‘Laborian'”) 
[Text] «We quest fill our peckete with rocks in order to make contact in thie par: | 


These lines brought applause at the national congress of the Socialist<Left Party 
yesterday. Vew speakers failed to point out the fact that the party hase gained 
active workers with an excellent platform but weak practical policy. The recurring 
self-accusation on this point put ite characteristics on the debate about the work 
in the congress period. Besides, it wae an unusual and undramatic debate for a 
Socitaliset-Left Party Congress. 


Attempts to sharpen the front toward the Labor Party were few and indicated that the 
line of the party leadership has taken root. 


The endless theory debates in the Socialiet<-Left Party are aleo finished. We are 
aiso finished with the sectoriem, laboriem and the ground plan dream, aeserted the 
departing trade union secretary, Lasse Jahneen. 


He warned further against the tendency to divide the Socialist<Leftists in A-membere 
(laborers) and Be-membere (middle claes). He aleo warned against equating 4 nonso- 
cialist goverment and 4 Labor Party government this fall. “That is at best naive.” 


Many hareh words were said about the party organ NY TID. Too many book advertise-~- 
ments and too few reporte from workplaces, was the refrain. A critic whe aleo 
directs his criticiem toward the recurring theme, says: “Socialist-Left weak po- 
sition in the labor sovement and in the basic plan in general. 


Has the basic plan, for example, been pulled along in the debate about “socialien in 
Norwegian” or has it appeared ae 4 debate about socialiem in Latin’ 


In the opening epeech, Party Chairman Berge Purre laid the eain enphasis on the 
danger of “a quclear conflagration.” The Socialiet-Left will work to make the 
northern countries 4a nuclear-free gone; to rea@pove installations used for another 
country's nuclear strategy and abolish the Norwegian “atomic veapon option” in force 
‘ince 1960. That gives NATO forces the right to employ atomic weapons in Norwegian 
territory in times of crisis or war situations. 


Another Peint ’' View 


Seto APRETOPRBLADFPT in Norwegian 13 Mar 6) 
{[iaterview with Trveve Bull! 


i\Text!] |Queetion! What are your commente on the first day of the national congress’ 





|Anewer| The talks on the two reports pleased me, The puberty period of the So- 
ClalieteLeft Party, the heetic and exaggerated in erest in theory is a thing of the 
past. tt was the Labor Party's hpyer=pragmatic policy that at the time created a 
desire for something that wae called theory instead of perspectives, Now we have 
found a combination of sobriety and vistons, That gives me peace of mind. 


[Question] And the debate’ 


[Anewer | That wae characterized by bad conscience. Our academicians are uneasy 
because of lack of support from the traditional working-class. The uneasiness is a 
good sign. My advice is te take it easy. The support will come, 


Cooperation With the Labor Party 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADFT .9 Notwegian 13 Mar 81 p 7 
[Article by Oslo Prees Agency] 


{Text} Oslo (A-pressen). Eighty<-two percent of the Socialist-Left voters feel that 
the Labor Party should enter into an agreement about government coal‘tion with other 
parties if the party does not get 4 majority in the Storting after ts lections 
this fall. Eighty-four percent of the Socialist-Left voters feel that che Socialist- 
Left should be 4 partner in the cooperation. This is shown in an opiuion poll con- 
ducted by the Norsk Opinions institute [the Norwegian Opinion Institute] for the 
A=PRESSEN, 


Thirty-eight percent of the people polled think that the Labor Party should enter 
into goverment coalition if the elections do sot result in a eajority for the party. 
Fifty-four percent are against this. 


Among the Labor Party voters, 57 percent are in favor and 34 percent against. The 
greatest opposition against cooperation is felt among the voters of the non-social- 
ist parties, but in the Liberal Party there are almost as many who are in favor (46 
percent) as there are against (51 percent). 


The voters of all parties think that the Socialist-Left is the Labor Party's sost 
natural coalition partner followed by the Liberal Party. In the Labor Party 34 per- 
cent feel it is the Socialiet-Left and W percent feel it is the Liberal Party. 


-<The figures are very surprising and I don't think that the voters could have 
realized what they were responding to. This is the first reaction to the opinion 
poll from Hanna Kvanmo, leader of the Socialist-Left parliamentary group. --The 
current arrangement functions well enough, and the Socialist-Left does not want to 
be any guarantee for the policy of the Labor Party, she says. 


New Program Outlined 


Oslo ARBELDERBLADET in Norwegian 16 Mar 81 p 7 
Article: “Socialist-Left Party Congress”| 


(Text] It t# worth noting that after the Socialist-Left Congress this weekend there 
is no former member of Norway's Communist Party NKP on the Socialist-Left ruling 
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committee, A coincidence’? No, This is how it had to go with the Socialiat=Left: 
"The Socialist=Left did not have the qualifications to live up to the aseurance 
from the “aseem@hiy meetings” in Trondheim in March of 1975 that the Socialiat-Left, 
ae 4 revolutionary party, would build on Marxist theories. The built in ideolog- 
ical contrasts within the member ranks of the Socialist<-Left Party were too great 
for that, Based on this realistic understanding, Norway's Communist Party opposed 
a “party-assembly” that sooner or later would fold. Inatead Norway's Communiat 
Party favored focusing on everything we agreed on by retaining the Socialiat-Lef' 
as a coordinating organ and maintaining the different parts, that is Norway's 
Communist Party, SF [Soctaliet Folkeparti] AIK or the non-affiliated. if the piin 
Norway's Communist Party stood for had been followed, the situation in the Norwegian 
labor movement would have been quite different and much better than it is today. 
Harrowing fights would then have been avoided. It would have been possible to unite 
in a joint thrust forward against the common enemy, the rightist powers, that now 
are pushing and are on the offensive. But as we know, leading forces in the SF, 
above all Berge Furre and Finn Gustavsen, wanted something elee. They were more 
concerned with “getting the better of" Norway's Communist Party than contributing 
to binding cooperation of Leftist forces. For this purpo.e they put on Marxist 
clothing in 1975. Now Berge Purre, as well as the rest of the Socialist-Left lead- 
ership, has taken off the Marxist clothing. Old SF-slogans are now brought out 
again and offered as new goods on the political market. 


One of these SP-slogane is that the Socialist-Left congress has confirmed that the 
Socialist-Left will use ite powers to fight the “superpowers' nuclear rearmament." 

it cannot possibly have escaped the attention of the congress that one of the two 
“superpowers” as late as 2 weeks ago submitted a concrete proposal for negotiations 
that might conclude in detente, disarmament and peacemaking efforts of different 
kinds. But what use is it for a party such as the Socialist-Left which through 

such “equality of status" as of the imperialist United States and the socialist 
Soviet Union, tries to avoid being lumped together with communists who claim straight 
out that such “equality of etatue” does not have backing in the world of reality 

and contributes to confusing the world opinion? 


Despite this and despite the fact that the Socialist-Left Party stands as the old 
SF as a nonrevolutionary reform party, Norway's Communist Party does not assume 

an unfriendly attitude toward the Socialist-Left Party. Norway's Communist Party 
is for ite part, now as before, prepared for the widest possible scope of coopera- 
tion acrose the party lines that would be in their favor, as weil as the Socialist- 
Left, the DNA and others, for relaxation of tension, peace, and to the advantage of 
the labor movement. 


New Leaders Voted 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 16 liar 81 p 7 
lirticle: “The Socialist-Left Leadership”] 


iText] The national congress reelected Berge Purre as the party's chairman and 
Hilde Bioer and Torbjorn Dahl as vice-chairman. Erik Solheim, former chairman of 





the youth organization, was elected secretary. Editor Steiner Hansson was reelected, 
The new female political secretary is Arna Egeavik and the new trade union chairman 
ie Tor Harald Skaug. 


The new ruling committee in the Socialist=Left Party is as follows: Kari Loftanes, 
Ellen Hartmann, Asbjorn Wikestad, Bitte Vatvedt, Adolf Larsen, Irene Iversen, Lasse 
Jansen and Bjorg Ofetad. Deputy representatives are Kjell Roland, Maja Arnestad, 
Finn Gustaveen, Aud Gustad, Bjorgulv Froyn and Gunhild Bmanuelsen. 


Congress Conc ludes 
elo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 16 Mar 81 p 7 
[Article: “Assembly in the Swimming Pool") 


[Text] It is a nondogmatic Socialist-Left Party with both feet 
well implanted in oil-Norway that now enters the election campaign. 
And the party sees it as a joint task for itself and the labor 
movement to prevent a nonsocialist majority in the Storting. 


The national congress has gathered together around the party's 
main issues: First and foremost the work for peace and disarma- 
ment. Further struggle for work for all and a 6<hour work day 
and fight against local and public poverty. 


After the congress it is clear that the Socialist-Left does not want to compete with 
the Liberal Party for the position as the country's environmental party. The base 
color has faded considerably. Environmental issues and resource issues have hardly 
been discussed at the congress. 

The national congress also became the final breakthrough for the "alliance politics." 
The powers that are uncompromising in relation to social democracy have lost. The 
front against the Labor Party has been the unifying complaint from the opposition, 

an opposition that early in the congress looked at the battle as lost and resigned. 


it is illustrative that the newly launched campaign “For you against Conservative 
government" did not become an inflammable theme at the national congress. That was 
predicted when the trade union representatives from the Labor Party, the Socialist- 
Left and independents supported the campaign together just before the national 
congress began. 


The policy that the party now wants to “sell” to the voters, has received the tag 
"socialism in Norwegian." With the addition “labor power against capital power" 
which is a challenge against those at the national congress who have claimed that 
the “socialism in Norwegian"-debate has increased the party's distance from the 
workers. 


The point about the tag and the debate has left behind traditional dogmatism and 
formed a socialist policy with roots in Norwegian reality and everyday life. 
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The Line of the party leadership was a great success at the national congress but not 
without some blows. It came, among other things, to a fight when voting for the 
new ruling committees. 


The political point most focused on during the national congress is the oil policy. 
It is the income from oil that is to finance the Socialist-Left Party's redistribu- 
tion policy and "Socialism in Norwegian." The Socialist-Left leadership admits 
somewhat reluctantly that one “looks a little differently at the oil activities now 
than in 1973." 


The fourth regular Socialist-Left Party national congress will go down in history 
as the first without drama. That has been expressed earlier but never so justifi- 
ably since the Socialist-Left has become a party. 


The national congress has obviously undertaken a final internal medicinal clarifi- 
cation and cleared out the attic. 


Berge Furre made the following concluding remarks by quoting a Swedish partisan: 
"Every party must have some God damn plan." 


9583 
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MILITARY DENMARK/ GREENLAND 


BRIEFS 


RECRUIT SYSTEM REORGANIZATION--Without any public announcement, the Defense Command 
decided in 1979 that all recruiting of Greenlanders for military service would be 
halted. [During an interpellation in the Greenland Landsting] Frederik Rosbach 
(Siumut [pro-Danish Party]) stated: "From my own experiences I think that recruiting 
in Greenland is important and worth maintaining. Why has this been stopped?" 

Head of Government Jonathan Motzfeldt replied: "The possibility for Greenlanders 

to serve in the armed forces was halted because of a number of problems, which are 
being discussed among the Defense Command, the Defense Ministry and the Ministry 

for Greenland Affairs. It has been agreed that 1) Regulations will be set for 
employing and paying Greenlandic regular military personnel; 2) There will be a 
possible change in the manning of the Greenland Command because of the training 
problems; 3) There will be a conversion from conscript routines to regular personnel 
routines when the new organization changes are established; 4) There will be a 
possible change in the garrisoning conditions in Greenland as a result of increased 
billeting of troops. Motzfeldt stated that all these problems will not be solved 
until a new defense compromise is worked out in the Danish Folketing, and then 

only if more funds are found. The Greenland government is also awaiting a report 

on the matter from the Ministry for Greenland Affairs. [Text] [Godthaab 
GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 2 Apr 81 p 14] 


CSO: 3106/111 





MILITARY FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


CHANGE IN HEAD OF BUNDESWEHR MILITARY ACADEMY 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 2 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text] The change in command at the Bundeswehr Military Academy in Hamburg- 
Blankenese is a decisive turning point in the history of the Bundeswehr. In the 
25th year of the Bundeswehr, there appeared on Wednesday in the person of Rear 
Admiral Wellershoff, for the first time at the head of this training academy, 
which is by far the most important one in the German armed forces, an officer who 
did not serve in the old Wehrmacht, but whose whole military career has been in 
the Bundeswehr. The advent of Wellershoff also marks the first time a naval 
officer has become commander of the military academy. Wellershoff is 48 years 
old. His predecessor, Lieutenant General von zur Gathen, will go to Karup in 
Denmark as Deputy Commander of the NATO Command, Baltap, that controls access to 
the Baltic Sea. 


The military academy is the center of training for all staff and general staff 
officers of the Bundeswehr. About 1,800 officers take part yearly in its 41 
basic, applied, and functional courses; among these officers are about 50 from 
abroad. The significance of the academy for the officer corps of the Bundeswehr 
can be seen in the fact that of the 18,900 officers serving in the Bundeswehr from 
captain to colonel, 11,530 have taken one or more courses of study at the academy. 
The admirals and generals of the Bundeswehr, a total of 220 officers, also gradu- 
ated from the academy. 


The basic course alone, which every career officer must pass to become a staff 
officer--captain to major--has been attended since 1974 by 5,393 of the 6,556 
captains of the Bundeswehr. During this time, 716 particularly qualified people 
have taken part in courses in which general staff officers are trained. 


General Heinz, deputy to the general inspector, emphasized on Wednesday, at a short 
ceremony for the change of command, that no other institution has such a marked 
effect on the Bundeswehr as the military academy. Since the training of the staff 
and general staff officers has been included in it, the academy has become the 
central and highest training place for all staff officers of our military forces. 
"I see the spiritual center of our army in the military academy," Heinz said. He 
added that it joins the good tradition of German officer training with the demands 
of a progressive concept of education and training. The departing commander, von 
zur Gathen, pointed out again that the academy is not an institute for general 
liberal education, but a military training center that serves the requirements of 
the military forces. 


9124 
CSO: 3103/2388 


76 








GENERAL 


MIDDLE EAST POLICY REMAINS UNCHANGED 








GREECE 


Athens BUSINESS & FINANCE in English 4 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] 


The confusion that has arisen con- 
cerning possible changes in Greek 
relations with Israel and the Arab 
world is to be regretted. At the 
weekend, the Ambassadors of Leba- 
non, Syria, Kuwait, and Saudi Ara- 
bia and Libya, on behalf of all the 
Arab Ambassadors accredited to 
Athens called on Foreign Minister 
Constantine Mitsotakis to express 
their concern at a possible change 
in Greek Middle Eastern Policy, 

in view of Minister Kanellopoulos’ 
recent visit to Israel. 

There was 2 sincere exchange of 
views at the meeting, and having 
clarified the points raised by the 
Ambassadors. Mr Mitsotakis assured 
them that there is no change of 
policy whatsoever in Greece's po- 


licy of friendship towards the Arab 
States. The Ambassadors assured 
him in turn that their countries 
not only wished to maintain their 
good relations with Greece, but also 
wished to strengthen them further. 
Following the meeting, the Dean 
of the Arab Diplomatic Corps, 

and Ambassador of Lebanon, ex- 
pressed on behalf of all Arab Am- 
bassadors in Athens his satisfaction 
with Mr Mitsotakis’ assurances. 


(7 


In a statement on the issue 
given later, Leader of PASOK and 
the Opposition Andreas Papand- 
reou said that the government 
should be aware of the fact that 
any recognition of Israel would 
endanger Greece’s traditionally 
excellent relations with the Arab 
nations. He suggested that the 
Greek government was under 
pressure from its nine EC part- 
ners to normalise relations with 
Israel, as ‘‘an additional price Gree- 
ce has o pay for its accession to 
the European Communities.” He 
called on the government to take 
into consideration the interests 
of Greece and the Greek people, 
and to declare unequivocally that 
it has no intention of recognising 
Israel, for as long as the Palesti- 
nian problem remains unsettled, 
by the establishment of a sovreign 
Palestinian state, and all Arab lands 
presently occupied by Israel are re- 
turned. He went on “We call on the 
government to accord full recogni- 
tion to the PLO (Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organisation) and immediately 
agree to have the PLO Information 
Office in Athens turned into a 
diplomatic mission.” 
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